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Jean and Esther—Friends for Life 

 

Hello, Airstreamers! 
 

t's that time to again get ready for another 
wonderful year of rallies, caravans and 

visiting with our fellow members.  I hope you 
had a great winter, and you’re ready for 
spring and activities at the Top of Georgia. 
 

Fifty members and guests attended our 
Christmas luncheon at “The Barn" at Lake Pines 
RV Park, Columbus Georgia. Country’s 
Restaurant catered a delicious luncheon. All 
twelve couples who camped received their lunch 
free, compliments of Lake Pines! Thanks to all 
who attended!  
 

For those of us who don't do a lot of winter 
camping, it’s time to check out your Airstreams 
and get ready to hit the road again!  Work days 
at the Top of Georgia are April 13-14, so come 
on up and help us get the park spruced up for 
the 
Spring Rally scheduled for April 15-19. 
 

I hope lots of you are planning on attending the 
Region 3 Rally April 29-May 3 at Ladson, S.C, 
near one of my favorite cities - Charleston!  This 
follows our 
Spring Rally by ten days, so let’s stay over after 
the Spring Rally and caravan to Ladson 
together.  We’ll be led by our new Caravan 
Chairmen, Bill and Barbara Wild.  If 
you can't stay over to leave from the park, you 
can meet the caravan at the South Carolina 
Welcome Center at Fair Play, SC and 
continue the caravan to Regional Rally.  Bill’s e-
address is wlwild@bellsouth.net 

If you haven't been to the ToG lately, you’ll be 
excited to see the improvements. Our new, 
attractive entrance with fence and brass-capped, 
lighted posts were all constructed by our 
capable members. A bright, attractive new sign 
painted by Lynne Clements will welcome you. 
Thanks to Lynne also for the new stage 
backdrop; she’s an amazing artistic talent, just 
one of many talented people in our unit!  
 

My special and sincere thanks to Warren Fore 
for stepping up to serve as president for 2014, 
assuming the role several months early and 
tackling several outstanding problems.  He and 
Sharon also had a lots of family obligations and 
responsibilities, and suffered the loss of her 
parents, charter members Warren and Elizabeth 
Fortner.  Through it all they never failed to be 
there when needed.  Warren and Sharon 
deserve more accolades than I can express.  I 
will remain forever in their debt…Thank you 
both! 
 

                            My theme for 2015 is 

         Making Friends for Life! 
 

--Jean Gilbert 
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A Tribute to Esther Hill 
 

On January 25, 2015 we lost a valuable and 
dedicated member of the Georgia Unit of 
WBCCI, when Esther Messer Hill passed away 
at age 91. 
     In 1980-81 she served as Secretary of the 
Georgia Unit and her husband John as 
Treasurer.  In 1983-84 she served as Secretary 
to the International President, Paul Demarest. 
She served the Georgia Unit as Second and First 
Vice President in 1990-91 and President in 
1992.  She was an active member, serving as 
chairman of many committees and 
always encouraging others to take an active part. 
     Her installation as President was the first 
activity that Ralph and I attended after we 
joined, and it was an impressive ceremony held 
at a school in Cleveland, Ga.  All of the officers 
were dressed in suits and gowns, and Esther was 
beautiful in her blue formal dress! 
     After my husband passed away, Esther 
traveled with me to four International, four 
Regional, and four Florida State Rallies.  She 
was my inspiration, and I will miss her forever.  
 

mailto:wlwild@bellsouth.net


Loving Concerns 
 

e’ve had a number of losses among 
pillars of Top of Georgia, including 

some charter members and former officers.  
No one is getting younger, of course, and with 
that comes the ailments of age.  We’re also 
coming out of a time of year when it’s hard to 
avoid illness.  We’re glad this list isn’t longer! 
 

Illness and Injury: 
Norma Mantz,  surgery for malignant 
mass;  June Dewitt, complications from 
diabetes; Charles Maddocks, blood clot in 
lungs and pneumonia;  Gary Waters, 
continues to battle cancer; Ben Wilbanks, 
open heart surgery; Susan Wright, heart 
catheterization; Sam Selph, son-in-law of 
Mike and Betty Ivy, heart transplant. 
 

Sympathy: 
Since our October rally, we have lost a 
number of our members including: 
Bill Linkenhoker, Durrell Purmort, 
Mildred Fortner, Pierce Haynie, Esther 
Hill, Doug Showker and Charlie 
Brown.  We have lost several past members 
also: Lee Henry, Paul Sanders, Joe 
Lasserre and Hazel Waters.  Please 
remember these families.  
 

We remember: 
Jane Miller, failing health; Jesse Lyle, 
failing health, Ed and Jenny Starling, 
failing health and Ken Topham, continuing 
health problems.  Terrie Purmort, Sallie 
Linkenholker, Nancy Brown, Linda 
Henry, Lee Sanders, and Dottie Lasserre 
who have lost their spouses since our last 
rally. 
 

I know many pray because I receive many 
emails back saying they are praying.  We also 
know that prayer works.  Please help me be 
the best that I can be in my effort to serve our 
club on this committee by letting me know of 
members in need of prayer for illness or 
loss.  I appreciate every call and email I 
receive, so keep them coming: 229.924.0917 
home, 478.244.1566 cell; email   
parksplace1953@att.net 

--Mary Ann Parks, Chair 
Loving Concerns 

Cookbooks Are Coming! 
 

ur cookbooks are almost a reality!  Yes, 
they’re going to happen!  Recipes and all 

the information needed to print them was 
mailed to the publishers the first week in 
February.  We requested that they be shipped 
in time for delivery the first early the week of 
our Spring rally, April 20-May 1.   
 
For all of you who have ordered and paid for 
your books, hopefully you can get them during 
the rally.  I’ll announce the time of 
distribution when the books are received.  If 
you have ordered and not paid, please be 
prepared to pay for them when you pick them 
up; they’re $20.00 each.  If you have not 
ordered any, please be prepared to buy a 
"bunch" of them at the rally.  We will have 
spares for those who have ordered and now 
want extras.  I believe we have a great 
cookbook, and I look forward to seeing the 
completed book and trying some of the 
recipes. 
 

--Mary Ann Parks 
 

Hosting: Getting Better, 
but Not There Yet 

 

ne of the toughest jobs at ToG is Host 
Coordinator, and Ken Rabren has done 

an outstanding job.  He kept the host position 
covered throughout the winter—through he, 
George Ward, and other stalwarts had to leap 
into the breach a time or two.  He says all 
weeks are covered for several months ahead, 
except the first couple of weeks in April.  That 
means, of course, that he personally will have 
to cover the host shed unless someone steps 
forward.  That means, of course, by the time 
you read this you wouldn’t have but a few 
days to volunteer for early April…but if you’re 
inclined to do so, Ken would be delighted to 
hear from you: home phone 770.476.4012, 
cell 404.660.5597, or email 
rabrenw@ymail.com.  Now, don’t do as I did 
and change that to “gmail”…there really is a 
“ymail.”   And get in touch with Ken if you 
want to host anytime in the future.  You’ll be 
doing a real service to the ToG, and you’ll earn 
some free parking. 

W O 
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Caravan to Region 3 Rally 
(April 29th – May 3rd) 

 

he Region 3 Rally starts just ten days after 
our Top of Georgia Spring Rally ends, so 

now is the time to register if you plan to join us 
at Exchange Park in Ladson, SC—just up the 
road from historic Charleston.  The 
registration form is on the Region 3 webpage 
now. 
 

The Caravan Committee is planning a caravan 
starting from the Top of Georgia on 
Wednesday, April 29th.  Region 3 was not able 
to procure “day before” parking at this year’s 
venue, so we will leave the Top on Wednesday 
morning at 8:00, and will make a stop at the 
SC Welcome Center on I-85 North in Fair 
Play, SC where we will connect with 
‘Streamers headed up I-85 from points south 
at 9:00.  At 9:30 we will continue north on I-
85, cut across state to Fountain Inn (to miss 
the Greenville toll road), and then south on I-
26 to Columbia for a food and fuel stop.  From 
there it’s just over an hour on down I-26 to 
Ladson and Exchange Park.  Drive time is 
about four and a half hours, so total trip time, 
including two stops, should be less than six 
hours. We should arrive by 2:00, which gives 
us time to check in and set up before the 
evening activities begin.  There will be a sign 
up sheet at the Spring Rally. 
 

Bill Wild 
2015 Caravan Committee 

 

 

Photo by Cindy Carr 

 

August Caravan, Anyone? 
 

ave you noticed the huge gap between 
the end of the Patriotic Rally on July 5th 

and the start of the Labor Day Rally on 
September 2nd?  That’s over eight weeks!   
 

The caravan committee is entertaining the 
idea of a week-long caravan in early August.  
Preliminary plans are for a circuit through 
southern Tennessee, northern Alabama, and 
northwest Georgia.  We would start from the 
Top of Georgia and head north to Crossville, 
TN to spend two nights at Tennessee 
Cumberland Plateau Campground. Next 
we would head west to Lawrenceburg, TN for 
two nights at David Crockett State Park 
where we would visit Amish country in nearby 
Ethridge. From there we would head south to 
Scottsboro, AL for a stop at the Unclaimed 
Baggage Center to do some serious bargain 
hunting before continuing on to Rising Fawn, 
GA and Cloudland Canyon State Park for 
two nights.  Finally, we would head back east 
by way of Chattanooga and home to the Top. 
 

We would probably start on a Sunday and 
return the following Saturday.  Each segment 
is about a three hour drive, so the trips would 
be short and could have food and fuel stops 
midway.  Details would be worked out during 
the next few rallies, and could include 
itinerary changes as well as deciding which 
week works best for the participants.  We’ll 
post a sign-up sheet at the Top to see who 
wants to join in.  If we get enough interest 
we’ll have a round table discussion during one 
of the rallies to firm up our plans. 
 

Bill Wild 
2015 Caravan Committee 
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ew programs ideas? Yep, from you!  We’ll 
continue with our traditional activities, 

but you are invited to suggest new and 
different ideas for the programs. 

As for the Spring Rally one idea that we started 
last year is having a rally theme: Country-
Western, wear it Friday and Saturday. 

And our traditional activities will include great 
breakfasts and a luncheon, dulcimer sessions, 
bingo, holey board, ladies’ day out, door prizes, 
horse shoes, fishing (not phishing), Saturday 
night entertainment, Sunday worship service, 
and so on.  See the draft schedule for more 
details. 

As for future rallies, look over the following list 
of activity categories and see if you can 
suggest/help/lead/organize an activity.  
Contact me by email (rrkelly@bellsouth.net) or 
call me at 770-516-7044 with your thoughts, 
and we’ll get to work on it—maybe include 
some of those new ideas for the Spring Rally.   

Here are some type activities that we are 
looking for ideas to do, see, or hear about. 

 New/different restaurants 

 Ladies-Day-Out places to visit and shop 

 Tell us about your craft or hobby 

 Places to go see and activities to do  

 Cyber Security--protect our computers 

 Rally Themes 

 Table  games 

 Ladies’ craft ideas 

 Caravans you have been on 

 How to do on-line shopping 

 RV fix-up, up-grade, and good vendors 

 Your full-timing experience, and how 

 Short caravan places to go 

 Specialty rallies you’ve been to 

 Improvements/changes at the Top 

 RV care/repairs - how and where 

 Your wintering experience, wherever 

 Tire Monitors  

 Healthy RVing (eating and exercising) 

 Hiking trails 

 Smart phones and helpful apps for RVs 

 

 

 

 

So sleep on it and come up with some ideas 
that you can suggest or help with to make our 
2015 rallies new, helpful, and fun.  Give me a 
call. 

See you at the Top, 
Rob Kelly 

Programs Committee 

PS: We’re also looking for some 
creative, fun-minded Airstreamers to 
join our Committee! 

 

Mike King had fun painting new arrows on the drive… 
but rain spoiled his efforts.  Back to the drawing board. 

 

Everyone pitches in on work days before the April Rally.  
Actually, it’s kinda fun working together! 

N 

Spring Rally is Coming, and We’re Looking for New 
Program Ideas! 
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Monday-Tuesday, April 13-14 
9:00 am  Volunteer Work days.  
 

Wednesday, April 16 
8:00 am Men’s Breakfast 
11:00 am Ladies Lunch  
2:00 pm Stroll Andrews Creek Trail  
6:30 pm  Registration  
      Refreshments 

    Pass the Trash 
Thursday, April 17 
8:00-8:30  Jack’s Breakfast: eggs, grits, 

bacon, juice 
9:30 am  Holey Board  
9:30 am  Golf @ Host 
11:00 am Cyber Security Hints  
12:30 pm  Dulcimer Class  
2:30 pm RV “Summer-izing”  
3:45 pm Dine Out at Cottage House  
6:30 pm Registration  
7:00 pm Welcome/Announcements 
      Bingo/Popcorn 
Friday, April 18 
8:00-8:30 Jack’s Breakfast: J-Hop 

Pancakes, sausage, juice   
9:00 am Fishing  
9:30 am  Country Mountain Drive, 

Water Falls & Lunch  
10:00 am  Ladies Day Out  

 
 
 
4:00 pm Host Training  
4:00 pm  New Member Orientation  
6:30 pm Registration  
7:00 pm Announcements 

            Wear Country-Western         
            Door Prizes  
            Ice Cream  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, April 19 
8:30 am Board Meeting 
10:00 am Semi-annual Business Mtg. 
12:00 pm Luncheon: Country BBQ 
2:00 pm Horse Shoes 
2:00 pm Ping Pong 
2:30 pm Line Dancing 
3:30 pm Country Hay Ride 
7:00 pm Announcements 
 Health Minute 
 Entertainment 

Sunday, April 20 
8:00-8:45  Coffee, Juice and Biscuits 

until gone 
9:00 am Choir Practice 
10:00 am Worship Service, Pastor 

Keith Ivy 
11:30 am Cookout: Hotdogs/Fixin’s 
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Everyone pitches in on the entertainment! 
 

ToG Tentative Spring Rally Schedule, April 13-19, 2015 
Wear Country-Western Friday & Saturday! 

 
 



 

  



 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

...  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



  

Mike’s Rivets 
  

hey tell me spring is just around the 
corner. Judging by the snow in my yard, I 

will have to hope “they” are right. I think I did 
see a robin carrying a snow shovel and a sign 
that said, “Will work for birdseed”! But then, 
the forecast for the first week of March (a few 
days from this writing) is calling for 70° 
weather! Oh, well. 

I guess y’all have dug out your Airstream and 
are thinking about the first trip of the year. 
Before you start, here are some suggestions to 
be sure all goes well with that first outing: 

 1. Air up your tires, including the spare. 
Load range D tires need 65 psi cold. 
Load range E need 80 psi cold. Between 
65 and 80 is okay. 

 2. Propane in the LP tank? 

 3. Test the furnace; fire-up the water 
heater. We may still have freezing night-
time temperatures all the way through 
Work Days. You might want to put a 
portable electric heater in the closet, 
just in case. 

 4. Pressurize your water system to be sure 
there are no burst pipes.  

 5. Clean the prongs of your trailer power 
cord with di-electric lubricant. 

All of these can be done before you come to the 
park, which will avoid any nasty surprises after 
you arrive.  

Once you come to the park, make sure you run 
water out of the faucet to clear any dirt or rust 
from the pipes. Do this before you hook up to 
the water. Before plugging in the electric cord, 
check to be sure the shore power is off—you 
know the little yellow sticker warning! 

Plan to support your park during work days! 
The park needs the help of all of us to prepare 
for the camping season. 

May your rivets not pop, my friends, 

--Mike King 

 

 James and Linda Richards and their hyper-polished 
Bambi…a good example of James’ workmanship! 

Photo by Wilson Stephens 
 

 

Active pursuits such as fishing attract some. 

 

“The Barn” at Lake Pines was a perfect setting for our 

2014 Christmas Banquet. 
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Ken & Kathy Rabren: 
Harmony in Living 

 

e  all are familiar with the Rabrens, but not 
everyone knows the fascinating details of 

their backgrounds.  That’s the purpose of profiles. 

Kathy was born in Whitfield County and moved to 
Blue Ridge when she was 8.  Ken was born in 
Andalusia, AL, later moving to a farm in 
Northwest Florida.  He moved to Duluth when he 
was 17, and later attended business school.  
Kathy’s husband had died at age 38, and Ken had 
been single awhile, when they were introduced by 
a mutual friend—a preacher—and have now been 
married for 42 years..  The Buford Church of 
Christ is an important part of their lives.  

Kathy worked in an office, and Ken began work 
with the Atlanta transportation system (later 
MARTA) in 1959.  He worked his way up through 
the ranks with MARTA, helping establish the rail 
system in 1974.  He traveled abroad to study other  
systems, visiting large cities such as Brussels and 
Paris and some in Cansda and the U.S.  He then 
was in charge of staffing, training, and startup on 
the MARTA rail system, after which he was 
appointed Director of the bus system, supervising 
1,500 people.  He retired from MARTA at the end 
of 1992 after 34 years, but later offered to help 
with Olympic transportation.   

“In a weak moment, I agreed to become Director 
of Spectator Transportation for the 1996 
Olympics,” he recalls.  That involved managing 
five garages and training bus drivers. “Many were 
school bus drivers from all over the state: good 
drivers, but nobody knew the city.  I worked 
around the clock, people calling me at all hours of 
the day and night.  The day after it was over, I 
told them ‘I’m going home—don’t call me.’” 

Ken had quadruple bypass surgery in 2005.  
Kathy had health challenges also, suffering a 
stroke after completing nine months of chemo 
and radiation following breast cancer surgery.  
“The stroke affected my right side and my ability 
to process.  At first I couldn’t walk at all.  And I 
don’t drive, except short distances.” 

Ken tragically lost his son to illness four years 
ago.  His daughter, Crystal Champion, lives in 
Panama City.  Kathy has a son, William Nolan, in 
Dacula and a daughter, Patti Smith, in Alexander 
City, AL.  They raised their grandson, William 
Nolan III, from age 12; he is now attending 
Georgia State University.  “I was 55 and having 
hot flashes when we took on raising another 
teen,” Katherine says, “but he’s a fine young man 
and has blessed us well.”  They have four great-
grandchildren. Kathy enjoys decorating, and is 
a great animal-lover. Her big ambition in life 
is to be the best at whatever she does, and be 
a good wife and mother. 
 

The Rabrens didn’t join the Top of Georgia until 
about four years ago when they bought Shirley 
McIntosh’s Airstream, but had come to buddy 
rallies for 12 years as guests of Al and Mary 
Holcomb.  Ken mans the grill at all the rallies. 

The Rabrens have also entertained us several 
times with their duets and Ken’s banjo-picking.  
He learned to play after he retired, and he and his 
friends became good enough to open for some 
bluegrass shows.  They love gospel music; 
Katherine joins him in duets often, singing alto 
harmony. 

Barbara Jones and Ken are siblings, as many 
know; you’ll have to get them to tell tales. 

 

Ken is a regular member of the ToG Troubadours, 
known and appreciated for his banjo-tickling. 
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The Peach State Caravanner is the official publication of the Georgia Unit, WBCCI, published six times a year.  

Address change to: 3935 Biltmore Drive, Columbus, GA 31909 or call 706-561-8601 

 

Georgia Unit, WBCCI         Editor, Ben L. Moon 
Top of Georgia Airstream Park        112 Hamp Chappell Rd. 
14255 Hwy. 75 N, Helen, GA 30545     Carrollton, Georgia 30116 
Telephone 706-878-3590        Telephone 770-854-8458 
Web site: www.topofgeorgia.net        benlmoon@bellsouth.net 
 
 

2015 Rally Schedule 
(All rallies start Wednesday evening.) 
 
Date Event Location 
April 13-14 Volunteer Work Days           ToG Park 
April 15-19 Spring Rally/Gen’l Bus. Mtg.        ToG Park 
April 29-May 3 Region 3 Rally Asheville, NC 
May 20-25 Memorial/Buddy Rally/Homecoming ToG Park 
June 17-21           Summer/Youth Rally                     ToG Park 
June 26-July 6  WBCCI International Rally           Farmington, NM 
July 2-5               Patriotic Celebration                       ToG Park 
Sept.2-5 Labor Day /Buddy Rally/Elections ToG Park 
October 7-11 Fall Rally & Installation of Officers ToG Park 
December 6-8 Christmas Campout      TBA 
December 8 Christmas Luncheon                       TBA 
 
 

Officers 
President:: Jean Gilbert; President-Elect: George Ward; First VP: Max Laseter; Secretary: Michelle Schuler; 
Treasurer: Cindy Carr 
Directors: Carol Cone, Joe Ellis, Betty Ivy, Jack McDonald, Past President Emeritus: Julian Clements 

http://www.topofgeorgia.net/
mailto:benlmoon@bellsouth.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless the Top of Georgia! 
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n Friday, June 19, my daughter and son-in-
law Connie and Kenny McCutchen, Mary 

Ann Parks, and I left the ToG Summer/Youth 
Rally in good hands, with Rob Kelly and his 
helpers keeping the young campers busy and 
with my duties at the Top well taken care of by 
First VP George Ward.  The rally was a success 
as usual, with large crowds attending the dinner 
at The Cottage House, the ladies luncheon at 
Creekside, and the men's breakfast at Wendell's, 
as well as Bingo, Pass the Trash and other 
games. We all enjoyed Clara Ellis's refreshments 
on Wednesday night, and breakfasts by Jack 
Jones and his kitchen crew. Thanks to Herb and 
Connie Crowe for filling in for registration. 
Sorry we missed the activities after we left!  

Our group headed for the 58th International 
Rally at Farmington, NM.  The weather was 
great except for one day of rain.  We switched 
off drivers and co-pilots, which made the trip 
easier for everyone.  Six days later on June 23 
we arrived at the rally site, where more than 
400 Airstreamers had begun arriving for the 
rally.  On June 25 Mary Ann and I attended the 
unit presidents’ dinner.  She kept me on time for 
all the meetings and seminars. My first official 
duty was to carry our beautifully designed 

Georgia Unit flag at the opening ceremony 
during the parade of flags. 

There were activities such as line dancing, 
bicycle excursions, quilting; seminars on 
traveling and vacation safety, trouble shooting 
and repair of water heaters, maintenance of 
trailers, and other interesting subjects, all 
presented by experienced members for free. 
There were also many other interesting 
workshops. 

I attended three Airstream parks board 
meetings and had the opportunity to promote 
our Top of Georgia park at each.  You’ll see our 
full-page ad in the current issue of Blue Beret. 
During the IBT meeting, the slate of candidates 
presented by the nominating committee was 
elected unanimously; there were no 
nominations from the floor. 

We had a table at the flea market and in the 
vendors section where Mary Ann and I sold 
cookbooks and handed out our new brochures. 
Lots of interest in our park was created because 
of this exposure. 

One of the fun events we attended was a ladies’ 
tea party complete with our decorated hats and 
China tea cups for sipping hot tea served by 
several gentlemen dressed as waiters. As is our 
custom, we invited all our Georgia folks and 
regional and international officers to attend our 
luncheon, held at a neat little bistro in 
Farmington.  We attended the Region 3 dinner, 
which was a covered-dish meal on the grounds. 

We had four nights of professional 
entertainment, one of the nights presented by 
the great WBCCI band and choir.  There was 
also a talent show emceed by our own Lynne 
Clements.   

Julian Clements was the Stage Manager for the 
entire rally, keeping everyone involved with the 
General meetings as well as the night programs 
with mikes adjusted and any other needs that 
they had. 

The International Rally will be in Lewisburg, 
West Virginia in 2016.  Make plans now to 
attend; it will be much closer to us, so I 
recommend it to everyone who is able to travel. 

         Making Friends for Life! 
 

--Jean Gilbert 
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Loving Concerns 
 

Illness: 
Ed Starling, recovering from pneumonia (Ed 
is a past member of our club); Jo Ann 
Thompson, mother of Cindy Carr, 
recovering from surgery; Ken Topham, 
failing health; Fain Edwards, failing health; 
Donna Warfield (past member), kidney 
surgery; George Flory, had open-heart 
surgery and resting at home; Dick Lloyd, 
who was in the Hospital recently, now back at 
ToG and doing better; Jack Cooper, failing 
eyesight; Jesse Lyle, failing health; Lynn 
Albright, cancer and failing eyesight; Dick 
Martiny, health problems; Charlie 
Greene, throat cancer with complications 
and other health issues;   Lisa Roberts, at 
home recuperating from lung cancer 
surgery…prayers have been answered, 
because she had a good report. 
 

Sympathy: 
Sympathy is extended to Mary and Al 
Holcomb in the tragic and untimely death of 
their granddaughter. 
Please remember the family of Shirley 
Rodgers, who recently died of cancer. 
 

We Remember: 
Charles Maddocks, David and Donna 
Warfield, Jane Miller, Norma Mantz, Anne 
and Jack Bradshaw, Jimmy Jarrett, George 
and Rachel Jones, Sara Beams, Terrie 
Purmort, Bob Glancy.   
 

Thank You: 
There are many whom we need to remember 
who cannot tow any more.  We miss you and 
remember you. Thank you for helping build 
our club! 
 

Happy birthday to Mrs. Georgia Moon, 
mother of  Ben Moon, who turns 100 years 
old on August 23, 2015. 
 

Please continue to keep me informed about 
members with needs:  phone 229-924-0917 or 
478-244-1566; e-mail parksplace1953@att.net 

--Mary Ann Parks, Chair 
Loving Concerns     

 

That Time is Near! 
 

op of Georgia members, I will soon be 
mailing (or handing) out 2016 

membership renewal forms. When you get 
your "new" membership form, please look 
over the information carefully! If 
corrections are needed, please make them in 
the correct space before mailing the 
membership form and your dues back to the 
address provided.  

Once your membership dues are processed, a 
copy of your renewal will be sent back to you. 
To be included in the WBCCI International 
Membership Directory, you must have 
your dues back to me by mid-
November. WBCCI requires all information 
to be at Headquarters by November 30th. 
This WBCCI November deadline 
applies no matter what month you 
joined! The Georgia Unit Directory deadline 
is mid-December. Ben Moon will work with 
the membership committee on the deadline 
for our directory. Members can renew 
through our Georgia Unit or through 
Headquarters by calling or online. Just 
remember if you renew through 
Headquarters, tell them you are joining the 
Georgia Unit #32. 

If you have questions, just call or email me: 
706-561-8601 or conniecrowe@msn.com. 

--Connie Crowe 
Membership Chair, Georgia Unit 

 

 
New members Kathy and Paul Gibbs of Carrollton.  

Kathy is Linda Robinson’s sister. 
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he 2016 candidates for office at the Top of 
Georgia have been announced by the 

nominating committee.  The candidates are 
pictured to the right: George Ward, President; 
Max Laseter, President-Elect; Bill Wild, First 
VP; Cindy Carr, Treasurer; Michelle Shuler, 
Secretary; Connie Crowe, First-Term Director; 
Jackie Moon, First-Term Director; Jean 
Gilbert, Past-President.   Joe Ellis and Jack 
McDonald will continue as second-year 
directors.  These people will be presented for 
your vote at our Labor Day/Buddy Rally on 
Sept. 2-7, 2015.  Congratulations to these folks 
for serving our membership! 

--Jean Gilbert 
President 

12 Things You Didn’t 
Know About Airstreams 

Reprinted from Thrillist January 13, 2015 
By Jordi Lippe 
They’ve popped up in movies and on TV. In 
fact, there’s been a fascination — some might 
say obsession — with America’s iconic silver 
campers.  Which is why we thought it’d be fun 
to dig up 12 little-known facts about them. 
 

1. They didn’t always boast the iconic 
design 
The original Airstreams were teardrop shaped 
and two-toned. Their creator, Wallace (Wally) 
Merle Byam, thought making colored 
Airstreams to match the popular pastel cars of 
the ’50s would be a good idea. He later 
reconsidered and opted instead for the now 
famous silver. 
 

2. The Airstream is like a second White 
House 
A number of U.S. Presidents and their families 
have spent time in them. Not only did JFK use 
an Airstream as a mobile office while 
previewing new army weaponry in White 
Sands, New Mexico, but First Lady Laura Bush 
rocked her own private trailer while visiting 
troops in Afghanistan in 2008. Vice Presidents 
Dick Cheney and Joe Biden have also toured 
around in the classic camper. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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George Ward 
President 

 

 
 
 

 

Max Laseter 
President-Elect 

 

 
 
 

 

Bill Wild 
First V.P. 

 

Cindy Carr 
Treasurer 

Michelle Shuler 
Secretary 

Connie Crowe 
1st Term Director 
 

Jackie Moon 
1st Term Director 

 

Jean Gilbert 
Past-President 

2016 Slate of Officer Candidates 
 

http://www.thrillist.com/


 
 

un?  Did you see the kids at the Youth 
Rally?  They were having so much fun that 

I don’t remember seeing one kid on his i-
phone or tablet.  So got a few special fun treats 
upcoming for you, too. But first let me recall a 
few of the high moments of the Youth Rally.  

Did you see the kids show off their pets and 
stuffed animals at the pet show?  Had a bunch 
of unusual ones. Then there was the Treasure 
Hike up the Andrews Creek Trail where kids 
found coins hidden under rocks along the way. 
And the Scavenger Hunt where you wouldn’t 
believe how fast they ran all over Park looking 
for a list of items resulting in a close tie 
between the two teams. And have you seen 
adults run a three-legged race with a child? 
Funny to watch.  And then a water balloon- 
tossing contest with each child matched with 
an adult that quickly turned into a water 
balloon fight and everyone got wet. Fun? Yes, 
especially on a hot day. And did you see those 
cute young girls singing and doing the ballet in 
the Talent Show? The big finale was the annual 
Duck Race down Andrews Creek with each kid 
getting to pick out his/her rubber duck for the 
race.  Even had some adults down in the creek 
pushing the ducks free that got stuck behind 
rocks. The winners got to pick out their 
favorite stuffed duck to take home. Actually, 
they all got a stuffed duck to remember their 
fun time at the Youth Rally (photos on page 5). 

So now what are we planning for you at the 
September Rally? We have planned a special 
historical outing to Gainesville to tour sites 
made famous by the Confederate General 
James Longstreet, namely the Piedmont Hotel 
that he purchased and now is a museum of his 
and local Southern history. Then after eating at 
the Longstreet Café, a tour guide will take us 
around to other historical sites in Gainesville 
like his home and gravesite. 

For you ladies, Michelle has a ladies craft 
coming up, and for you adventurers, we’ll have 
a presentation on gold prospecting in Georgia, 
plus panning for you who want to try it and 
take home a little gold for your retirement. 

 

 

 

To keep ourselves nourished, bring a snack to 
share for our Curbside Café, and Max may 
have some ice cream for you, too. 

If you are bringing a Buddy, let them know 
about our traditional fun activities, too.  As you 
know, these include bingo, door prizes, 
Saturday night entertainment, hikes, cards, 
socializing in the shelter swings, holey board, 
horseshoes, eating out, fishing, jam sessions, 
cook-outs, worship service, and great 
breakfasts and a luncheon. 

And for you who have some new ideas how to 
inflate the fun at our Park and rallies, we’ll 
have a forum for you to make your suggestions. 
So be polishing up your great idea.  We may 
have some new ideas, too, that will be 
presented at the Membership Business 
Meeting for a vote along with the scheduled 
elections. 

See you at the Top for the Labor—no—the Fun 
Day/Buddy Rally. 

--Rob Kelly 
Programs Committee 

 

 
The Treasure Hike had enthusiastic participation!  Each 
time a hiker found a coin, he or she rotated to the back 

of the line to give others a chance.  Some may have 
found more money, but all were winners with the 

healthy walk in the beautiful woods and the 

camaraderie.  

F 

“Labor” Day Rally? No—“Fun” Day/Buddy Rally! 
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The hayride was one of the simple pleasures. 

 

  
One of our newer members, “Bob” (Vladimir) 

demonstrated ice sculpture and food presentation. 
 

 
                     It was a time for kids and adults. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 3-legged race literally bonded kids and adults. 

 

  
Fun finds such as a hollow tree big enough for a kid 
(left); Duck herders kept the duck race moving (right) 
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Michelle Shuler led a fun craft activity for all the kids. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chow-hounds at the chuck wagon!  Saturday’s barbecue lunch was a hit. 

The Scavenger Hunt 
sent kids scampering all 
over the park; “Do you 
have…?” 



(12 Things You Didn’t Know about Airstreams 
Continued from page 2) 
 

3. Early Airstream models were DIY, and 
made out of wood 
Original models of the Airstream were built of 
Masonite, a type of hardboard made of pressed-
wood fibers. Not only that, but they were sold as 
wood-and-canvas kits, with model names like 
Model 2 and Silver Cloud, in the back of 
magazines. It wasn’t until the arrival of the 
Airstream Clipper in 1936 that we got the first 
bullet-shaped trailer made out of aluminum.  
 

4. And there were no bathrooms inside 
Despite coming up with the design to appease his 
wife’s complaints about camping without a 
kitchen or bed, original owners still had to rough 
it with a “thunder mug” — aka, a bedpan. Today, 
trailers come with all the comforts of home, 
including a wet bath. 
 

5. There was a square Airstream 
The famous cruiser has a lot of nicknames, 
including Silver Bullet and Toaster-on-Wheels, 
most of which tip their hats to its seminal shape. 
Wanting to mix things up a bit in the mid-’80s 
(and who didn’t really?), the company added a 
new design to its line: a square-shaped trailer. 
From 1986 to 1991 the “Squarestream” hit the 
roads, drawing the ire of many fans/enthusiasts 
who went so far as to ban the new model from 
the Wally Byam Caravan Club. 
 

6. They have a huge celebrity following 
Matthew McConaughey may be the most 
outspoken about his love for the Airstream 
(living in one for years before buying a house), 
but other celebrities have enjoyed a good ride or 
two as well. Johnny Depp, Adrien Brody, Brad 
Pitt, Tom Hanks, Denzel Washington, Lenny 
Kravitz, and Sean Penn are all, reportedly, fans. 
And even Hugh Hefner gifted an all-white one to 
Pamela Anderson (dubbed the “Lovestream”) 
that came equipped with mirrored ceilings, white 
shag carpeting, a circular vibrating bed, and 
stripper pole. Naturally. 
 

7. Wally wasn’t the first to come up with 
the design 
Airstream may have become the most popular 
trailer company of its time, but it didn’t create 
the unique design. William Hawley Bowlus, a 
veteran designer who had previously worked on 
Charles Lindbergh’s Spirit of St. Louis airplane, 
was the first to use that streamlined shape on an 
RV. Applying his background in airplane design, 

he created a silver trailer called the Bowlus Road 
Chief. His company went under in 1935, 
however, just as the Airstream was gaining in 
popularity. 
 

8. Although the Airstream’s original 
competitor is making a comeback 
Wally may have bested William Hawley Bowlus 
in the 1930s, but fans of the Road Chief are 
attempting to bring it back. Only 80 were built 
before the company went under, but a Canadian 
couple has recently revived the Bowlus, adding 
modern amenities like Wi-Fi and solar paneling. 
 

9. There are eight Airstreams buried nose 
down in the ground 
After years of legal battles citing it as a visual 
nuisance, the Airstream Ranch still stands strong 
on I-4 about 15 miles outside Tampa, Florida; 
10,000 people signed a petition to save it in 
2012. Frank and Dorothy Bates originally 
installed the shiny row of silver RVs in 2007 as 
an art exhibit to draw in tourists from all over 
the world. 
 

10. They’re actually pretty light 
Towing an Airstream trailer is not nearly as 
difficult as many people think. In fact, one of 
Wally’s primary design goals was for it to be 
lightweight. To prove the point, the company 
staged a publicity photo in the 1940’s in which a 
cyclist pulled the trailer with his bike. 
 

11. There are Airstream hotels 
With such a loyal following, it was only natural 
that hotels would pop up around the world 
featuring Airstreams. The Granddaddy Hotel in 
South Africa used a crane to create a rooftop 
trailer park, while the BelRepayre Airstream and 
Retro Trailer Park in France rocks an Airstream 
bar dubbed the Apollo Lounge. Of course, there 
are plenty of Airstream-themed hotels scattered 
across the US as well (Kate’s Lazy Desert, Santa 
Barbara Autocamp, etc.), not to mention trailer 
parks, campsites, and B&Bs. 
 

12. NASA nicknamed them the Astrovan 
Sure they look futuristic, but who knew that 
actual astronauts made use of the spacey motor 
home. When Neil, Buzz, and Michael first 
returned from the moon, they headed straight to 
a modified Airstream. Nicknamed the Astrovan, 
Airstreams were also used by NASA to bring 
astronauts to the launchpad. Richard Nixon even 
interviewed the crew of Apollo 11 in one, as they 
were quarantined inside until being cleared of 
potentially hazardous moon particles. 
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The Way to an 
Airstreamer’s Heart… 

 

s through their stomach!  Jack and Barbara 
Jones know that better than anyone, and put 

that knowledge to work at every rally.  It’s 
called “Jack’s Kitchen” for a reason…but Jack 
resents that.  “It’s the cooks’ kitchen,” he 
declares.  He’s grateful for the many who 
wholeheartedly help feed the masses. 

Jack’s service at the Top of Georgia goes back a 
long way, ever since his mother, Peggy Jones, 
one of the early members at ToG, passed along 
the “Bambi” that she had purchased upon her 
retirement after 40 years at Sears.  With a 
parting comment of “Watch my dust!”  she 
proceeded to see the country.  Jack followed her 
example.  He’s served as Second VP, First VP, 
President-Elect, President, and President 
Emeritus for two successive rounds from 1990 
through 2000—he’s a double past-president—
and assumed several other responsibilities as 
needed over the years.  He’s managed the 
kitchen since 1990; “I kept it so someone would 
accept the nomination as Second Vice-
President,” he explains.  No one else wanted to 
assume the responsibilities of the kitchen. 

Jack graduated from Toccoa High School, and 
upon earning his B.S in education at University 
of Georgia, he came home to teach high school.  
After earning the Ed.D. he joined the faculty at 
Gainesville College as Associate Professor of 
Biology and Director of Student Activities.  One 
year a group of students shed their clothes in 
front of his office and “streaked” the campus. 

During Jack and Sarah’s 17-year marriage they 
adopted two children, biological siblings. Brian, 
their son, who is now in his 40s, attended 
dental school for two years before becoming a 

paraplegic in 2000; he now lives in a condo in 
Gainesville.  His sister, Hope, died of cancer the 
same year, as did Barbara’s daughter, Kim, and 
Jack’s youngest sister was killed in an 
automobile accident, leaving three daughters.  
Sarah had died of cancer in 1996.  Jack has 
fond memories of the ToG during those years; 
“The folks here were lifesavers.” 

Barbara Barker had been widowed for 17 years, 
and was a buddy of Al and Mary Holcomb, who 
encouraged her to come to Top of Georgia.  She 
was one of four children; Ken Rabren was one 
of the four.  Ken and Kathy loaned her their B-
van to camp at ToG.  Over the years Barbara 
served as Treasurer, Membership Chairman, 
and Director; “Now I can’t get her to do 
anything but crack eggs,” Jack teases.  She and 
Jack met at the ToG, and they dated four years; 
he went to Melbourne each winter, and she 
stayed home.  Barbara was born in Andalusia, 
AL, grew up near the Florida border, and 
graduated from Paxton, FL high school.  She 
started a civil service job at nearby Eglin AFB, 
and “met Edwin, a Georgia boy from Duluth.”  
They married, and after six years in the military 
moved back to his home town.  The Barkers had 
three daughters—Sharon Kay Quigley of 
Atlanta; the late Alisa Kim Hinton of 
Lawrenceville; and Kandice Edwina Barker of 
Gainesville.  Her granddaughter, Courtney, now 
lives in Charleston, SC.  Kim was an honor 
student at Gainesville College, but little did she 
realize that the distinguished professor in 
charge of the program would one day become 
her step-father.  

Barbara’s idyllic life in Duluth was shattered 
when her husband, Edwin Barker, died 
suddenly of a massive heart attack.  Barbara 
was only 53 years old.  For the next ten years 
she raised three children alone and supported 
her family by catering weddings.  She would 
work at night after the children were in bed. 

The Joneses now live on the shores of Lake 
Lanier in Hall County in a home full of 
beautiful antiques. Her favorite is a George III 
mahogany chest-on-chest dating back to 1780, 
and Jack’s is a secretary bookcase.  Jack also 
collects old clocks, including many pocket 
watches.  Until recently he had two units in an 
antique mall and advertised on the Internet.   
He even took a clock-repair class. 

Like many at ToG, the Joneses are cheerful 
survivors. 
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The Peach State Caravanner is the official publication of the Georgia Unit, WBCCI, published six times a year.  

Address change to: 3935 Biltmore Drive, Columbus, GA 31909 or call 706-561-8601 

 

Georgia Unit, WBCCI         Editor, Ben L. Moon 
Top of Georgia Airstream Park        112 Hamp Chappell Rd. 
14255 Hwy. 75 N, Helen, GA 30545     Carrollton, Georgia 30116 
Telephone 706-878-3590        Telephone 770-854-8458 
Web site: www.topofgeorgia.net        benlmoon@bellsouth.net 
 
 

2015 Rally Schedule 
(All rallies start Wednesday evening.) 
 
Date Event Location 
April 13-14 Volunteer Work Days           ToG Park 
April 15-19 Spring Rally/Gen’l Bus. Mtg.        ToG Park 
April 29-May 3 Region 3 Rally Asheville, NC 
May 20-25 Memorial/Buddy Rally/Homecoming ToG Park 
June 17-21           Summer/Youth Rally                     ToG Park 
June 26-July 6  WBCCI International Rally           Farmington, NM 
July 2-5               Patriotic Celebration                       ToG Park 
Sept.2-5 Labor Day /Buddy Rally/Elections ToG Park 
October 7-11 Fall Rally & Installation of Officers ToG Park 
December 6-8 Christmas Campout      TBA 
December 8 Christmas Luncheon                       TBA 
 
 

Officers 
President:: Jean Gilbert; President-Elect: George Ward; First VP: Max Laseter; Secretary: Michelle Schuler; 
Treasurer: Cindy Carr 
Directors: Carol Cone, Joe Ellis, Betty Ivy, Jack McDonald, Past President Emeritus: Julian Clements 

http://www.topofgeorgia.net/
mailto:benlmoon@bellsouth.net
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t the Labor Day Rally, we elected a strong 
slate of officers to guide us in the coming 

year.  They were elected by acclamation of the 
largest attendance at any rally this year—116 
people in 62 units!  Several Buddies attended, 
and at least one is looking for an Airstream so 
they can join.  
 

On Sunday afternoon of the Labor Day Rally, 
George Ward held a suggestion forum that 
produced some great ideas for next year and 
the future of our Georgia Unit.  Many agreed 
that such forums should become a regular 
feature of all rallies.   
 

Bob Rezinko coordinated the Curbside Café 
with his usual international flair and artistic 
presentation.  He also hosted the Labor Day 
luncheon featuring barbecue, “tube steaks,” 
and the fixin’s.  Bob (Vladimir), originally 
from the Ukraine and a professional chef, is a 
new member who has pitched right in at the 
last several rallies!  (He also makes jewelry 
and repairs clocks…and sings, and plays 
guitar.) 
 

Of course Max Laseter kept us happy by 
providing ice cream four times and 
popcorn for the Bingo games.  Jack Jones and 

his kitchen crew served up their usual 
delicious meals, five during the rally. Clara 
Ellis again prepared a delicious dessert for the 
Wednesday night registration.  Wow! How 
does she come up with these scrumptious 
ideas every time? 
 

Saturday morning the business meeting and 
election of 2016 officers was well-attended. 
Elected to lead our club through the next year 
were:  
 

George Ward—President 
Max Laseter—President Elect 
Bill Wild—Vice President 
Connie Crowe—Director, two-year term 
Jackie Moon—Director, two-year term 
Jack McDonald—Second-year Director  
Joe Ellis—Second-year Director 
Jean Gilbert—President Emeritus 
 

Friday evening saw a large number of member 
performers presenting a well-organized 
program of bluegrass and other toe-tapping 
music styles; again, several members couldn’t 
resist getting up and dancing to the lively 
music.  On Saturday evening we again had 
Gina Galey, an artist from nearby Cleveland 
who has been nominated three years in a row 
for the Georgia Country Music Hall of Fame.   
 

Keith Ivy, Pastor of Mountain Ministries, 
brought an inspiring message in his down-to 
earth, humorous style.  The choir, led by 
Danny Howell and accompanied by Debbie 
Cribbs, included 18 members—the largest of 
my memory!  In that group were eight 
husband-and-wife couples.  That evening we 
had our traditional gospel sing-along led by 
Warren Fore…with requests honored. 
 

Make plans now to attend the next Rally 
October 7-11; we’ll have a banquet catered by 
The Cottage House, and will install the newly 
elected officers.  The Ladies’ Day Out will be 
on Thursday with a trip to Blue Ridge for 
lunch and a visit to Mercier's Apple Barn and 
Gift Shop. Sign up early to attend! 
 

         Making Friends for Life! 
 

--Jean Gilbert 
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Loving Concerns 
 

Illness 
Lisa Roberts, recovering from lung cancer; 
Dick Martiny, failing health; Ken 
Topham, failing health; Fain Edwards, 
failing health; Jack Cooper, failing eyesight; 
Jesse Lyle, failing health; Charlie Greene, 
health issues. 
 

Sympathy 
Sympathy is extended to:  Beverly Bryan's 
family, Lynn Albright's family, Ralph 
Jones’ family, and Jan and Rob Kelly in 
the death of Jan's niece 
 

Family Moves 
Sorry to hear Dick and Judy Martiny 
moved to Kentucky to be closer to 
family.  Their new address is: 9747 Cornell 
Trace Rd., Louisville, KY.  40241.  I am sure 
they would like to hear from old 
friends.  Charlie and Karen Greene 
moved to Colorado to be near their 
family.  Their address is 5243 E 119th Way, 
Westminster, CO.  80233. 
 

We Remember 
Charles Maddocks, Donna and David 
Warfield, David Boyer, Jane Miller, 
Norma Mantz, Sara  Beams, Terrie 
Purmort, Bob Glancy, Ed and Jenny 
Starling, all the folks who aren’t able to 
come often. 
 

At the last rally, I learned of many who had 
been sick, but I didn’t know about it until they 
were well and at the rally!  Please help me 
keep up with our membership so that we can 
reach out to them in love and let them know 
we care.  If they do not want e-mails to go out 
to the general membership, I will honor 
that, but we can send a card from the Top of 
Georgia. Please continue to keep me posted 
about our members’ needs. 
 
You can do so by calling me at 229-924-0917 
or 478-244-1566, or sending an email to 
parksplace1953@att.net  
 

--Mary Ann Parks, Chair 
Loving Concerns     

 

Two Motions Approved by 
Board of Directors 

n a telephone-and-email conference, the Top 
of Georgia Board of Directors approved the 

following two motions. 

Motion # 1: We will sell permanently 
engraved honor/memorial bricks to be placed 
around the flag pole in the circle in front of 
the host shed as a means of raising funds to 
help resurrect the park’s infrastructure 
reserve fund.  The bricks will be engraved with 
the name of the person to be honored or 
memorialized, and will cost $100 per 
brick.  Members may buy multiple bricks for 
friends and members of their family, or to 
anonymously represent themselves as 
supporters or friends of the park.  The company 
providing the bricks will set up a web site for 
ordering and for previewing the bricks ordered, 
and will deposit payments into a PayPal account 
for the Top of Georgia to transfer funds into our 
reserve account. We will have a presentation at 
the fall rally and answer questions anyone may 
have.  We are trying to arrange with the Brick 
Engraving Co. to have our online site ready for 
computer-savvy members at the 
Fall Installation Rally to assist members in 
ordering and previewing their bricks. We will 
also have paper order forms on hand if you 
prefer. The brick company will try to engrave 
two sample bricks for members to see at 
our Rally.  

Motion # 2: As stated previously, we will have 
to continually “tweak” the Buddy Park concept 
to protect our park and members.  We have 
concerns that we do not have adequate 
resources to handle a large number of buddy 
rigs. The concern is that the rule as originally 
written could allow a member to have a 
personal “rally” of a size that would overwhelm 
our ability to protect our park and 
members.  Therefore, the Buddy Park motion is 
amended to read: “Members may sponsor only 
two buddies at a time, but a member will not 
have a limit on the number of family members 
they can sponsor at any visit.”  The purposes of 
this amendment is to accommodate the 
members who have more than one RV in their 
family, yet not so many that they are a challenge 
to manage, and to reinforce the family 
atmosphere at Top of Georgia. 
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s you’ll recall from their profile in a past 
issues, John and Lynn Worley joined a 

mission effort to help build churches after 
their retirement.  They hadn’t seen Larry and 
Debbie Alloway since 2010 when they worked 
with them on a Mission trip to Cayman Brac 
Island to build a church for Hillside Baptist, 
but they kept in touch. 
  

John and Lynne were in Blairsville, GA 
working with Choesote Baptist church on their 
new sanctuary, and needed more help; they 
put in a call to their home church, New 
Victoria.  New Victoria couldn’t send anyone, 
but put out a “call for help” on their behalf.  
Debbie saw the post and asked Larry if he 
wanted to go help.  Larry had just got back  
 

 
Ahhh, cool air!  John Worley and Larry Alloway 

enjoy the benefits of their work in installing the air 
conditioner in the library. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

from putting their fifth wheel in storage after a 
trip, but he got it out again, Debbie packed it, 
and they drove ten hours to help the Worleys. 
 

The Worleys were happy to see them.  They 
hadn’t thought they would be able to come to 
the Labor Day Buddy rally, but the Alloways’ 
help made it possible.  Therefore, they invited 
them to come as their “Buddies” to the Top of 
Georgia to "rest."  Lynn’s photos here speak 
for themselves: neither the Alloways nor the 
Worleys know how to rest.  Their idea of 
“rest” was to help keep Top of Georgia 
beautiful and functional, installing the air 
conditioner in the library and chopping up a 
fallen tree.  Thank you, folks!  We need more 
like you! 
 

 

Hard at work cleaning up wood from a fallen tree 
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Work Your Buddies like Family 

 

Great things 
happened in Georgia 
in the past few 
weeks—Georgia 
won, Tech won, Miss 
Georgia became 
Miss America, and 
Georgia G. Moon 
(GG) turned 100 
years old! (Sure 
hope I got her 
genes.) Here she is 
with one of her 13 
great-grands, Jacob 
Moon 
 

Membership Renewal 
 

When you get your membership renewal form, 
please be sure the information is all 
correct! If corrections are needed, please make 
them in the appropriate space before mailing 
back to Connie Crowe at the address provided. 
You must have your dues back to her by 
mid-November if you are to be listed in 
the WBCCI directory. Members can renew 
through our Georgia Unit, or through WBCCI 
headquarters online or by calling, but if you 
renew through WBCCI, tell them you are 
joining the Georgia Unit #32.  If you have 
questions, just call or email Connie Crowe at 
706-561-8601, conniecrowe@msn.com 
 

mailto:conniecrowe@msn.com


 
 
*Please sign up for these activities if planning to 
attend 
 . 
Tuesday - October 6 (Pre-rally) 
1:00 pm    Tour Brasstown Bald Mountain & 
Alexander’s, BBQ at Blairsville, @ Host Shed 
5:00 pm    Cookout, Bring Everything @ Fire 
Pit, Rob Kelly 
 
Wednesday - October 7 
8:00 am    *Men’s Breakfast Out, Wendell’s @ 
Host, Al Holcomb  
2:00 pm  *Mtn Dulcimers @ Pavilion, Jackie 
Moon  

                       2:00 pm    *Back Alley Bridge, @ Library, Self-
Led 
4:00 pm    *Dinner Out, Cottage House @ Host 
Shed, Self-Led 
6:30 pm    Registration @ Pavilion, Cathy/Ken 
Morris; Adults $25, Kids 9-18, $10, < 9 free 
Refreshments, Clara Ellis  
Activities Sign up, Michelle Shuler 
Pass the Trash, Julian Clements, Al Holcomb 

 
             Thursday - October 8 

                      8:00-8:30 am  Breakfast: eggs, bacon, grits, 
juice (bring set ups), Jack Jones 
9:30 am  *Fishing @ Host Shed, Max Laseter 
10:00 am  *Golf @ Host Shed, Al Holcomb 
10:00 am  Horse Shoes @ Fire Pit, Bill Wild 

                       10:00 am *Ladies outing and lunch @ Host 
Shed, Jean Gilbert 

                       3:00 pm    Ice Cream Social @ Pavilion, Max 
Laseter 

                       4:00 pm    Airstreaming Forum, Share a Tip @ 
Pavilion, Bill Wild 
6:30 pm  Registration @ Pavilion 
7:00 pm  Welcome @ Pavilion, Jean Gilbert 
Health Minute, Debbie Hentchel 
Bingo/Popcorn, Max Laseter  
 

 Friday - October  9 

8:00-8:30 am  Breakfast: J-Hop pancakes, toppings, 

sausage, juice (bring set ups), Jack Jones 

10:00 am  Healthy Walk Andrews Crk @ Host Shed, 

Self-Led 

11:00 am  *Winery Tour & Lunch, Frogtown Cellars @ 

Host Shed, Rob Kelly 

                     3:00 pm    *Holey Board & Ice Cream @ Pavilion, 

                     Mike Ivy, Max Laseter 

3:00 pm    *Mountain Dulcimers @ Library, Jackie   

Moon 

B 

 

 

3:00 pm *Newsletter production, Pavilion, Ben Moon 

6:30 pm    Registration @ Pavilion, Cathy/Ken Morris 

7:00 pm    Announcements @ Pavilion, Jean Gilbert 

 Door Prizes, Max Laseter 

 Pickin’ & Singin’, Warren Fore 

 

Saturday – October 10 

 All Day   Fall/Sports Fan Day – 

Wear/Exhibit/Decorate Site 

9:00 am     Board of Directors Meeting (See Sec. 

to speak), Jean Gilbert 

10:30 am  Set-up for Hobby/Flea Market @ Pavilion, 

Bill Wild  

11:00 am  Hobby/Flea Market @ Pavilion 

1:00 pm    Banquet Set-up/Decoration, Mary Ann 

Parks, Bob Rizenko 

1:30 pm *Joker Cards @ Library, Self-Led 

1:30 pm    Installation Practice @ Pavilion-, Julian 

Clements/Mary Ann Parks 

3:00pm     Football Passing Contest & Ice Cream @ 

Pavilion, Warren Fore., Max Laseter 

4:30 pm    *New Member Orientation @ Office, 

Connie/Herb Crowe 

4:30 pm    *Hosting Orientation @ Media Room. Ken 

Rabren  

6:00 pm    Installation Banquet/Ceremony, Jean 

Gilbert/Julian Clements 

Mountain Dulcimer Music and Sing-along 

 

Sunday – October 11 

8:00-8:45 am  Breakfast Snack - while it lasts, Jack 

Jones 

9:30 am    Choir Practice, Danny Howell 

10:00 am  Worship Service-Pastor Keith Ivey, Ushers-

Cindy/Don Carr 

11:30 am  Sunday Dine Out, Western Sizzlin’ @ Host-

Self –Led; Cookout @ Fire Pit, all provided-Rob Kelly, 

Bob Rizenko 

 

  (1) Please do not move your RV during Worship 

Service 

  (2) Dues: pay Connie/Herb Crowe by Oct 15 to get 

name in Directory 

 
The Labor Day Buddy Rally was this year’s largest! 

2015 Fall-Sports Rally Schedule (Tentative) 
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Touch-Down, 
Installation Fall Rally 

ave a favorite football team? Then 
show your spirited support by 

wearing, displaying and flying your team’s 
colors.  Maybe we will even come up with a 
competitive team sport or game. 

For sure though are the fall season colors of 
North Georgia. For that, on Tuesday we’ll 
take an outing to the highest point in 
Georgia, Brasstown Bald Mountain, 4,784 
feet, to see miles of fall colors from the 
observation tower. Farther along you can 
stop at Alexander’s to search for fall 
bargains, and at the craft store across the 
road for art items and jewelry. And, of 
course, some will want to stop for some 
tasty BBQ at five-star-rated Jim’s Smokin’ 
Q in Blairsville. Later in the week we’ll 
schedule lunch and a tour of the famous 
Frog Town Winery now in season. 

Before you come, clean out your storage 
and bring your Airstreaming extras and 
your hobby crafts to sell at the trailer-side 
flea market. 

After that, on Saturday evening we’ll feast 
on Jack’s sumptuous dinner followed by the 
installation of our newly elected Officers 
and Board Members. 

In between all that you can choose to 
participate in one or more of your favorite 
traditional activities including holey board, 
cards, ice cream social, dulcimer picking, 
ladies outing, door prize drawing, bingo, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
. 
 
 
 

 

horse shoes, crafts, fishing, golf, worship 
service, and a hot dog roast at the fire pit. 

Got another activity idea? Let us know. 

--Rob Kelly 
Programs Committee 
 

 
Longstreet outing to Gainesville 

 
Curbside café—plenty to eat! 

 
Horseshoes 

H 
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There’s just no telling when you might stumble upon an impromptu hootenanny, 
such as this one Danny Cribbs and David Adams cooked up.  It was pleasant to 

hear the ring of the banjo and guitar waft out over the park in the cool air! 
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Sunday morning we had a record choir—18 singers, including eight couples! 

 
Home-grown entertainment: folks enjoyed them every bit as much as hired professionals! They’re good! 

 

 
Vladimir (Bob) Rizenko 

demonstrated still more talents with 
a hilarious rendition of “Oh Lord, it’s 
hard to be humble…” and a puppet. 

Folks couldn’t 
still their feet. 

 
Veteran members Bill and Faye 

Wallace added to the gospel 
sing-along Sunday night. 

Don’t muzzle the ox—feed the kitchen help first! 
 

Crafty ladies! 



 

Connie and Herb Crowe: 
Building the Bench 

 

ny football team or corporation knows 
it’s essential to keep a flow of new talent 

in the pipeline, grooming new folks for later 
leadership and service.  Connie and Herb 
Crowe have been doing just that for the Top 
of Georgia for four years now by signing up 
new members; next year they’re passing the 
torch to a new Membership Chairman.  They 
both frequently help in the kitchen and with 
other needs such as spring work days.  

Herb grew up in Summerville, GA, 
graduating from Chatooga County HS.  It was 
in the thick of the Vietnam War, so shortly 
afterward, in 1966, he joined the U.S. Marinc 
Corps.  He served all his Marine hitch in the 
U.S., however, at Parris Island NC, 29 Palms, 
CA, and Camp LeJeune. NC.  He was a 
“tanker,” alternating between tank driver and 
gunner on the 103 mm gun. 

In 1972 Herb finished his active duty and 
joined a family business his father had 
founded in Columbus selling fertilizer and 
providing trucking services in Georgia, 
Alabama, and Florida.  Entreneurship is in 
Herb’s blood (he’s donated six gallons of it to 
the Red Cross) for through the years he has 
also bought, sold and rented commercial and 
residential real estate, in addition to buying 

40-50 repossessed cars a month from Title 
Max.  Those he can sell, he sells; the others he 
uses for parts in his junkyard, then when of 
no further use, he crushes them and sells 
them for scrap metal.  In fact, he taught his 
daughter to drive in the junkyard.  He raised 
his daughter alone from age two, with help 
from his mom and siblings, and she was 18 
when Herb and Connie married; Connie’s 
son, Matthew, was 11.  Brandi Johnson 
(Mike), now lives at Waverly Hall, GA, and 
presented the Crowes with grandson Troy, 
age 16, and granddaughter Emily, age 17. 
Matthew Richardson (Kristin), live in 
Columbus with Herb and Connie’s 
granddaughter, Amelia, 11. 

Connie had been single for three years when 
mutual friends introduced her to the 
handsome man who stopped by at their 
business to pick up a Longaberger basket he 
had ordered.  She had grown up in Columbus, 
and most of her family, and Herb’s, live there 
including Connie’s 87-year-old mom and her 
younger brother, David Jackson.  Herb’s 
older brother, Jack, lives in Columbus.  

“I didn’t like school,” Connie admits; “I was 
too social.  But God had the sense of humor 
to make me a teacher.” After graduating from 
Columbus HS, she earned her B.S. at 
Columbus College and her M.S. at Columbus 
State, then finally her six-year education 
degree at Troy State.  She taught all subjects 
in grades 3, 4, and 5 at Warner Robbins, 
Duluth, and Columbus, her last 10 years 
teaching fourth-grade math at Reese Road.   

She recalls kids bringing in snakes and bugs 
in jars, “which I quickly told them to take to 
the science teacher.”  Of course she 
occasionally runs into former students, 
including one working behind the counter 
where she ordered pizza.  “Was I nice?”  she 
asked him, to which he said “Yeah.”  “Good,” 
she replied with relief that her pizza was safe.  

After retiring she volunteered at “Brown 
Bag,” a mission of taking food to the elderly, 
at St. Francis Hospital, and at the Calloway 
Chapel. She and Herb took numerous trips 
(until after 9/11); Connie’s favorite was 
Aruba, and Herb liked Jamaica.  And, of 
course, since joining in 2003, the Top of 
Georgia is their favorite destination.   

A 
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The Peach State Caravanner is the official publication of the Georgia Unit, WBCCI, published six times a year.  

Address change to: 3935 Biltmore Drive, Columbus, GA 31909 or call 706-561-8601 

 

Georgia Unit, WBCCI         Editor, Ben L. Moon 
Top of Georgia Airstream Park        112 Hamp Chappell Rd. 
14255 Hwy. 75 N, Helen, GA 30545     Carrollton, Georgia 30116 
Telephone 706-878-3590        Telephone 770-854-8458 
Web site: www.topofgeorgia.net        benlmoon@bellsouth.net 
 
 

2015 Rally Schedule 
(All rallies start Wednesday evening.) 
 
Date Event Location 
April 13-14 Volunteer Work Days           ToG Park 
April 15-19 Spring Rally/Gen’l Bus. Mtg.        ToG Park 
April 29-May 3 Region 3 Rally Asheville, NC 
May 20-25 Memorial/Buddy Rally/Homecoming ToG Park 
June 17-21           Summer/Youth Rally                     ToG Park 
June 26-July 6  WBCCI International Rally           Farmington, NM 
July 2-5               Patriotic Celebration                       ToG Park 
Sept.2-5 Labor Day /Buddy Rally/Elections ToG Park 
October 7-11 Fall Rally & Installation of Officers ToG Park 
December 6-8 Christmas Campout      TBA 
December 8 Christmas Luncheon                       TBA 
 
 

Officers 
President:: Jean Gilbert; President-Elect: George Ward; First VP: Max Laseter; Secretary: Michelle Schuler; 
Treasurer: Cindy Carr 
Directors: Carol Cone, Joe Ellis, Betty Ivy, Jack McDonald, Past President Emeritus: Julian Clements 

http://www.topofgeorgia.net/
mailto:benlmoon@bellsouth.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

A gathering at the Firepit celebrates the end of a great rally. 
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 want to thank everyone for helping to make 
this the nicest installation rally in years, with 
special thanks to Al and Mary Holcomb for 
the Cottage House idea and all the work 
they did to help Jack Jones and his kitchen 
staff.  Julian and Lynne Clements, along with 
Jack Jones and Mary Ann Parks, did a 
wonderful job with the installation ceremony. 
Mary Ann prepared the tables beautifully. 
 

I’m looking forward to the new year at the Top 
Of Georgia; I think with the efforts of Warren 
Fore and Jean Gilbert, we have united the 
club as it was when I joined during Rob 
Kelly's year. When I think of all the hard work 
that has gone into the Park in the last 55 
years, it’s hard for me not to get emotional 
with pride in what has been achieved through 
the years. I hope to create a picture and 
history program with focus on the beginning 
years that we can show on the screen with the 
computer projector we recently purchased. I 
don't know if many of you know it, but we are 
reputed to have one of most complete archives 
of WBCCI History. 
 

Bill Wild is putting together a terrific caravan 
schedule; please contact him with any ideas or 
suggestions you may have. Rob Kelly is 
retiring from the rally scheduling task, and we 
have four of the rallies covered by 
volunteers.  Rob has supplied us with a thumb 
drive of the schedule he ran the last eight 
years, which makes it easy for a rally 
programmer to put together a schedule. The 

September rally is the one we still need a 
programmer to help with; please contact me 
if you can help.  President-elect Max Laseter 
has a great lineup of rally entertainment for 
us, including John Roman and David Brooks, 
the musicians who performed at the October 
rally and had folks on their feet; and Old Mill 
Road Band, the bluegrass group that had folks 
clogging in the aisles earlier in the year. 
 

The fall foliage and leaf colors are a little late 
this year, but that usually makes for 
spectacular color. The Thanksgiving dinner is 
a perfect time to visit the Park…if you have 
never been to the Park in the fall and winter, 
it’s a whole different look and truly is one of 
the most beautiful seasons in the mountains. 
Remember, this is an event where we 
welcome your family members and friends to 
be a part of giving thanks for the wonderful 
life our Creator has given us. The club 
furnishes the turkey, dressing and sweet 
potatoes along with mashed potatoes, and 
members bring the rest. This is also a good 
time to bring your friends with another brand 
of RV. We’re now a year-round buddy park; 
welcome them to join us for Thanksgiving.    
 

The plans for the Remembrance and 
Memorial Walk at the flag pole are still open 
for ideas on how we will arrange the walk, and 
we will be taking recommendations all next 
year as we sell the bricks to rebuild our 
Reserve Infrastructure Fund. We have over 
300 members, and I hope to have each of you 
participate, as this is a great way to preserve 
the history and work that has gone into our 
park in the last 55 years. It’s also a way to 
inspire future generations of your family to 
be a part of our future. I read a quote a few 
months back and thought it would be 
an inspiration to all of us: 
 

What you do for yourself dies with you; 
what you do for others lives forever. 

 

Finally, I cannot thank you all enough for 
placing your trust and faith in me to do the 
job of president. It’s truly an honor to be part 
of the Top of Georgia.  

--George and Gail Ward 
Cell phone:  912-675-0139 
Email:  gward1@bellsouth.net 
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Loving Concerns 
 

Illness and Injury 
Pattie Gillian is recovering from hip surgery; 
Ed Starling is recovering at home after a trip 
to the hospital from pneumonia. Albert 
Turner, former member of our club, is at home 
due to failing health.  Albert suffered a fall 
earlier this summer.  Mark Engel, son of Ron 
and Dot Engel, is much better after a fall that 
resulted in a fracture in his back and neck; Lisa 
Roberts is still recuperating from lung 
cancer; Dick Martiny is fighting lymphoma 
and has moved to Louisville, KY to be nearer to 
his son; Charlie Greene is fighting throat 
cancer and has moved to Colorado to be near 
family.  Many others who I am not aware of also 
have major medical problems.  I ask that you 
remember all of them and their caregivers in 
prayer. 
 

Sympathy 
Sympathy is extended to Joanne Topham and 
the rest of the Ken Topham family; Ken 
passed away in late October. 
 

We remember 
Jane Miller, Jesse Lyle, failing health; Jack 
Cooper; Charles Maddocks, who I 
understand is holding his own; Norma Mantz; 
Sara Beams; Terrie Purmort;   Fain 
Edwards, failing health' 
 

As winter approaches, many more of our flock 
will be sick and in need our love and 
prayers.  Please call and let me know.  I usually 
contact the person or family, so please get 
permission to send a request to fellow members 
for prayer.  If they say no, I honor their wishes 
but send a card anyway.  It’s nice to know that 
friends are remembering and praying for you or 
a loved one.  It’s always nice if others send 
cards, too, or perhaps give a phone call.  The 
names, phone numbers and addresses are in our 
directory.  If it’s someone who is not now a 
member, I probably have their information and 
would be glad to share it.   
 

My home phone number is 229-924-0917; 
my cell number is 478-244- 1566.  You may 
also e-mail me at parksplace1953@att.net. 
 
 

--Mary Ann Parks, Chair 
Loving Concerns     

 

New Rates Now in Effect 
 

ur new rates are $20.00 per night 
for affiliate members and guests 

who are not full members of our park, 
and $12.00 per night for Georgia Unit full 
members. Both full members and 
affiliate members will pay $250 a full 
month.   
 

The Top of Georgia is a member-owned and -
operated Park established by founding members 
55 years ago.  Member volunteers do all the 
hosting, maintenance, kitchen cooking and 
cleaning, and other chores.  A multitude of other 
activities such as spring work days and facility 
construction/repair are required to maintain 
and operate the Park, which itself is not 
governed by WBCCI. These tasks require 
thousands of volunteer hours and significant 
revenue for materials. The cost of operating the 
Park has risen significantly in the past few 
years, and increasing revenue is essential to its 
survival. We are among the few Airstream parks 
whose members are responsible for operations. 
 

Affiliate status was created by individual 
chapters to allow other chapters to participate 
in their activities; WBCCI does not recognize the 
affiliate program.  A WBBCI member doesn’t 
have to be an affiliate to participate in our 
activities; they would pay the same Rally 
fees and activity fees as an affiliate member.  
 

Please understand the reasons for different fee 
levels. The full member rate is lower as a reward 
and incentive to member volunteers. Affiliate 
members are also allowed to host and receive 
free rent while hosting, and to receive a voucher 
for free rent equal to the time that they host.  
 

Also be aware that the Top of Georgia is 
now a Year-round Buddy Park: A full 
member can bring friends and family who own 
another brand RV to the Park at any time of the 
year, but must be in the Park with them during 
the time they’re here. They will pay the non-
member rate of $20.00 a day. Only two non-
family buddies are allowed, but an unlimited 
number of family buddies. We want to 
implement this new program gradually; your 
input is welcome.  
 

--George Ward 
2016 President 
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2016 Officers, l-r: Cindy Carr, Treasurer; Bill Wild, First VP; Connie Crowe, 1
st
 yr. Director; Joe Ellis, 2

nd
 yr. 

Director; Jean Gilbert, President Emeritus; Jack McDonald, 2
nd

 yr. Director; Jackie Moon, 1
st
 yr. Director; 

George Ward, President; Max Laseter, President-Elect; Michelle Shuler, Secretary 

 Christmas Luncheon and 
Camp-out 

 

The Top of Georgia Christmas luncheon and 

camp-out will be held on December 3-6, 

with the luncheon being held at 1:00 PM on 

the 5th at Lake Pines campground near 

Columbus. Anyone who plans to attend the 

luncheon may purchase tickets from George 

Ward at $20.00 per person.  Please phone 

him ASAP at 912-657-0139 or email him at 

gcward1@bellsouth.net.  We will have 

entertainment for the luncheon. 
 

Those planning to come to the campout 

should make reservations at 7o6-561-9675.  

Andy is holding ten sites for our use.  He 

will be serving a free fish fry on Friday 

afternoon about 5:00 p.m. for everyone who 

is camping two or more nights, so plan to 

arrive Thursday or before 5:00 p.m. on 

 
Friday.  As usual, there will be a competition 
for the most festive camper decoration. 
Check out these two web sites for 
information on directions and sight-seeing: 
www.lakepines.net, and 
www.visitcolumbusga.com. 
Hoping to see everyone there! 

--Jean Gilbert 
Past President 

New members transferring from the FL unit: Bill and 

Rachel McClain, Tallahassee; Kevin Seago, Valdosta 

mailto:gcward1@bellsouth.net
http://www.lakepines.net/
http://www.visitcolumbusga.com/


 
Camper—on his way to a new home 

 . 

Tail of the Happy Camper 
 

ere’s an update on the stray dog that 
appeared at the park on Oct 3rd.  Someone 

had obviously simply let him out at our entrance, 
and he huddled for days in the flower box under 
the sign waiting for them to come back.  Finally, 
some soft-hearted members brought him down 
under shelter and gave him bedding, food and 
water.  He was such a sweet-tempered dog that 
everyone just fell in love with him.  After several 
days of contacting local “no kill” shelters without 
success, we contacted a rescue group in Acworth, 
GA called “Road Trip Home Animal Rescue” 
(www.roadtriphome.org).  This group rescues dogs 
and cats, provides all their needed vet care, and 
transports them up north to states where there is a 
shortage of shelter pets.  With some short-term 
assistance from Habersham Humane Society, Road 
Trip Home agreed to take our dog. 
  

The rescue group named our dog “Camp.” 
 

Camp will be transported to the Animal Refuge 
League of Greater Portland (Arlgp.org) in Portland, 
ME on 11/12/15.   He'll be available for adoption 
online by Tuesday 11/17.  Be sure to check their 
website www.arlgp.org for his picture, and there 
will be an adopted heart on his name once he's 
adopted! 
 

Thanks to everyone who gave money toward 
Camp’s vet bills.  We were able to donate $250 to 
Road Trip Home, a worthy charity. 

--Cindy Carr 
Treasurer 

Mike’s Rivets 
ell, it’s that time of the year again when we 
try to out-guess the weather forecast. Will 

the weather stay warm? Will it get cold enough to 
freeze? It’s a losing battle! I say, “Just winterize it!” 
You’ll sleep better. 

There are at least three ways of winterizing: 
 1. Some just drain the trailer; 
 2. Some drain, then use an air compressor to 
blow out the lines; and 
 3. Some drain, blow out the lines, then pump 
RV antifreeze through all the lines and  pour a little 
in the drain traps. 

I feel the only approach that’s pretty much 
foolproof is the third option, as long as all the 
proper procedures are followed. I use the number 3 
approach, and have had positive results—no frozen 
pipes. Judging from my conversation at the Top of 
Georgia, some people haven’t been that lucky with 
the methods they used.  

To be better informed on the how-do-I-do-it 
procedures, read starting on page 42 of the October 
2015 issue of The Blue Beret. It’s an excellent 
article written by Rick March on winterizing your 
Airstream. I do steps 1 through 8 when I winterize 
my Airstream. 

The most vulnerable time of year for those who live 
in the southern states is the changeable weather 
between now and Thanksgiving—they say if you 
don’t like the weather, wait 15 minutes and it will 
change. Where I live in north Georgia, it can go 
from warm, balmy days to frost/freeze warnings in 
one day. So, be forewarned—if you’re not going to 
go camping until next spring, don’t hesitate—
winterize! 

Safe travels, my friends. 

--Mike King 

 

New member John Roman (Darla), right, and 
partner David Brooks (Lisa), left, professional 
musicians, donated their talents for Saturday 

night’s entertainment.  They’ll be back next year! 
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It’s been a wonderful 
year! 

 
nd I’m sure of one thing: I have had the 
best officers and Board of Directors 

ever to work with this past year.  Your 
dedication to the business of this unit has 
been phenomenal!  I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you for your support, 
attendance, and input at each board meeting. 
 

We will miss Carol Cone and Betty Ivy serving 
on the Board now that their two-year terms 
are completed, but know they will continue to 
be active members.  A hearty welcome to our 
new Vice-president, Bill Wild, and to Connie 
Crowe and Jackie Moon, our new Directors 
beginning two-year terms. 
 

My sincere thanks and appreciation to Julian 
Clements for serving as Parliamentarian and 
keeping me straight at the business meetings.  
Thanks also to his wife, Lynne, the artist who 
painted my slogan, “Making Friends for Life,” 
for the backdrop on the stage.  All of the 
committee chairmen executed their duties 
flawlessly, and I do appreciate their service. 
 

But the two people I couldn’t have made it 
without are George Ward, who made many 
trips from Savannah to the Top of Georgia to 
take care of details at the park; and Mary Ann 
Parks, my friend since first grade, for her 
multi-faceted assistance throughout my time 
in office. 
 

I will continue serving on the Board of 
Directors for one more year, and look forward 
to many more years as an active member!  I 
thank the Georgia Unit for the WBCCI Life 
Membership that was presented to me at the 
installation ceremony.  I couldn’t have been 
more surprised or thankful for the honor! 
 

The best things in my life are  
the people I love,  

the places I’ve been, and  
the memories I’ve made along the way. 

 
Sincerely, 

Jean Gilbert 
Past-President 

 
Men’s breakfast at Wendell’s--well-attended. 

 
A new group at ToG: Danny and the Dulcimers 

 
A perennial favorite: B-I-N-G-O! 

 
Debbie Henchel checked blood pressures 

 
Favorite activity at Top of Georgia! 

 
Mary Ann knocked herself out on table décor. 
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2016 Caravan Planning 
  

he 2015 Tennesee/Alabama caravan was a 
great success, and we also had a great 

turnout for the convoy to the Region 3 rally in 
Ladsen, SC.  Thanks to everyone who joined 
in.  It was a lot of work, but also a lot of fun! 
  

I’m already getting questions about where we 
are headed next year.  It’s early, but we are 
tentatively planning for at least three caravans 
in 2016.  Plans are in the works for another trip 
to Pigeon Forge, possibly even joining with a 
concurrent caravan from the North Carolina 
unit, converging at the same campground. 
Dates are to be determined, but will probably 
be in mid-summer. We are also planning 
caravans for both the Region 
3 Rally (Richmond, VA area), and 
the WBCCI International 
Rally (Charleston, WV area).  Both of these 
locations are at least two-day drives, so we will 
probably camp twice on our way, which will 
allow for morning check-ins at the rallies.  Of 
course, we’ll find some fun places to visit/eat 
along the way.  Dates and details will be 
forthcoming, but it’s never too early to start 
thinking about next year’s adventures and who 
we can invite to come along. 
  

Do you have someplace special in mind where 
you would just love to lead a caravan?  Maybe 
the Florida State Key West run, or the Swiss 
Rally in Ohio?  I’m looking for volunteers to 
step up and help create some more Airstream 
Adventures.  I’ll even help you with planning 
guidelines.  We just need people who are 
willing to go!  I’m waiting to hear from you. 

--Bill Wild 
First VP/Caravans 

wlwild@bellsouth.net 

 
Gab-fests can happen anyplace, any time. 

 
New members Jennifer/Kevin Prom, Lakeland, FL 

 
John Roman and David Brooks, professional 

musicians, performed free Saturday night, and 
TOPPERS got in the romantic spirit! 

   
Same ol’ Warren!  “Sugarlips”   Lynn Thompkins-- 
         Bob Gray    a dramatic reading  
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Love on Ice 
Gail and George Ward 

 

ew president George Ward joined the Air 
Force in 1968, spending a year in Vietnam 

providing communications for an Army combat 
unit stationed at Vung Ro Bay, which saw a fair 
amount of action. He then installed electronics 
at air bases, an assignment that took him to 22 
countries and around the world twice.   

That morning in 1971 he was sitting in a B&B at 
Mildenhall, England, having breakfast with a 
fellow Senior Master Sergeant.  About that time 
a winsome young lassie bounded down the 
stairs.  “There’s one I’d like to get ahold of,” 
George murmured to his breakfast companion.  
The girl crossed the room and smiled at his 
companion: “G’morning, Daddy!” 

Soon afterward the B&B held a picnic on their 
grounds for the residents.  Some of the younger 
guests began to tease George, throwing ice at 
him.  Gail was laughing at him…but George 
grabbed her by the ankle, held her upside 
down, and “filled my pants leg with ice!  It was 
cold!” Apparently she forgave him, because 
soon they were taking a walk through the 
garden and talking.   

George kept going back to England to see her.  
Six weeks after they met, they were married; 
they spent their honeymoon at Ipswich, 
England, having pheasant under glass and 
turtle soup for dinner, then retiring to their 
suite…which featured twin beds. (George 
arranged for another room.) 

Gail was born in Windsor, England, and when 
she was a child, her mother re-married a U.S. 
Air Force sergeant, the step-father who raised 
her.  She moved to multiple air bases as her 
step-father was transferred.  In 1971 he put in 
for a transfer back to England because Gail’s 
grandfather was ill.   

“My mother thought George was a ‘southern 
gentleman,’ so she practically threw me at 
him,” Gail recalls.  “The admiration was 
mutual; later he sold his golf clubs to pay for 
getting her back to the U.S.”  

“They were Walker-Hagen Ultras,” George says 
wistfully.  (Golfers will understand.) 

George was born in Wilmington, NC and moved 
to Savannah in the early 1950s when he was 
four years old; his father was a photographer.  
He graduated from Benedictine Military High 
School in 1967 and attended Armstrong State 
College while working for an Airstream dealer.  
George has two brothers, one in TX and one in 
VA, and Gail has two sisters and a brother who 
now live in Washington State. 

The Wards came back to the US in 1972, living 
in Savannah one year where their first daughter 
was born, before George’s dad moved to Texas 
to build a campground.  George and Gail helped 
him run it for a couple of years, and on the side 
George did RV electrical work.  After his dad 
retired, they moved back to Savannah where 
George started his electrical contracting 
business in 1980, at one time hiring 31 people. 

The Wards have two daughters and a son, and 
six grandchildren: Keylee Morgan and Rick are 
in Statesboro, GA and have a daughter, Sierra 7, 
son Preston,9, and sons Ryan, 23, and 
Matthew,22. Dominique and John Crowther 
are in New Port Richie, FL with Kaiden, 10, and 
Ashton, 12; and Whalen and Nichole Ward are 
in Washington State. 

George and Gail have a big organic garden 
because Keylee, their eldest, had severe 
allergies to herbicides and preservatives.  They 
also have chickens—all pets with names—who 
flock to Gail and dance until she picks them up.  
George had a quarter horse back in Texas, and 
plans have another soon if Sierra has her way.  
“We tried goats once,” Gail recalls, “Nasty!”   

The Wards raised their children camping—from 
tents, to other brands, then to their first 
Airstream in 2006—and joined ToG in 2007. 

One thing for sure: 2016 won’t be boring! 

N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 



  

The Peach State Caravanner is the official publication of the Georgia Unit, WBCCI, published six times a year.  

Address change to: 3935 Biltmore Drive, Columbus, GA 31909 or call 706-561-8601 

 

Georgia Unit, WBCCI         Editor, Ben L. Moon 
Top of Georgia Airstream Park        112 Hamp Chappell Rd. 
14255 Hwy. 75 N, Helen, GA 30545     Carrollton, Georgia 30116 
Telephone 706-878-3590        Telephone 770-854-8458 
Web site: www.topofgeorgia.net        benlmoon@bellsouth.net 
 
 

2015 Rally Schedule 
(All rallies start Wednesday evening.) 
 
Date Event Location 
April 13-14 Volunteer Work Days           ToG Park 
April 15-19 Spring Rally/Gen’l Bus. Mtg.        ToG Park 
April 29-May 3 Region 3 Rally Asheville, NC 
May 20-25 Memorial/Buddy Rally/Homecoming ToG Park 
June 17-21           Summer/Youth Rally                     ToG Park 
June 26-July 6  WBCCI International Rally           Farmington, NM 
July 2-5               Patriotic Celebration                       ToG Park 
Sept.2-5 Labor Day /Buddy Rally/Elections ToG Park 
October 7-11 Fall Rally & Installation of Officers ToG Park 
December 6-8 Christmas Campout      TBA 
December 8 Christmas Luncheon                       TBA 
 
 

Officers 
President:: Jean Gilbert; President-Elect: George Ward; First VP: Max Laseter; Secretary: Michelle Schuler; 
Treasurer: Cindy Carr 
Directors: Carol Cone, Joe Ellis, Betty Ivy, Jack McDonald, Past President Emeritus: Julian Clements 

http://www.topofgeorgia.net/
mailto:benlmoon@bellsouth.net
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