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Introducing our 2019 Board of Directors
Left to right:

John Meeks, Treasurer
Tom Baker, Director
(back row) Murphy Harrell, First Vice President
Tim Johnson, President Elect
Charlotte Williamson, President
Bill Wild, Past President
Michelle Shuler, Secretary
Jack Jones, Director
Stephanie Lankford, Director
Rick Sibly, Director(not pictured)

Let’s give these dedicated, brave Board members our full support and assistance!
Each member of the Top of Georgia is responsible for maintaining the respectful,
gracious climate that our predecessors entrusted to us. It is a beautiful place to
visit and leave behind the worries in the world.
Clara Ellis, Editor

Greetings from the Briar Patch!
Well, it is official now! I have been installed as
your 2019 President. I feel honored to follow
in the footsteps of some great past presidents.
The 2019 Board is ready to serve the
membership – one and all.
At the installation, I talked about how
we came to the TOP. I have been asked to
submit part of that here.
I remember the first time I came to the
North Georgia Mountains in 1969 with Edgar
and my parents. We had a pop up camper –
the kind you had to manually crank the top up
and pull the beds out. We camped right up the
road at Andrews Cove where we saw our first
bears. We traveled on across the mountain and
made a circle back home. I don’t remember if
the Park was here at that time or not. But we
fell in love with the mountains.
Over the years, we have camped in many
different ways starting in the back of our 1953
pickup with a tarp over the bed, the
aforementioned pop up, a class A, a class C, a
fifth wheel, a 1975 Airstream, and then our
current 1995 Limited Airstream which we
bought from the famous Warren Fore. For
years, we have camped all around these
mountains and passed by the Park many times
seeing those shining silver bullets.
We first came to the park as buddies of
Doris and Jimmy Jarrett, also from Eatonton.
They had so much fun here that they convinced

us to buy an Airstream so we could come more
than once a year as buddies. So over 20
years ago we became members.
Our daughter, Suzanne, was in middle
school at the time. She came most every
time we came through college and beyond.
Even though our son Jamey has not camped
with us at the TOP, his children have. Our
grandchildren, James (16) and Anna (14),
have been coming since they were about 2
years old. They love coming for the Youth
Rallies every year. For several years, James
came with Edgar to clear the trails behind
the pavilion before our rallies began.
As you can see my family loves this Park.
I want this Park to be here for my
grandchildren to bring their children and to
tell them of the adventures enjoyed and the
memories made with their Papa Edgar and
Grandmama. I want our members to make
those memories with their families and
friends here, too.
It will take each of the Board members,
committee members, and the Unit members
working in harmony to make sure the club
and park are here for many more years as a
family destination. Many hands make light
work as my mother-n-law used to say. So, I
am looking to each of you to make our Park
the best it can be. You may volunteer to
work on a committee, encourage others,
come to the Park every chance you can,
invite your buddies, or spread the word of
this beautiful Park. Together we can do it!
So, this is my challenge to you:
“Make New Friends, but keep the Old,
One is Silver and the other Gold.”
Let’s keep those Gold friends returning and
welcome the Silver friends.

Charlotte & Edgar Williamson
President & First Mate
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Loving Concerns

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? Matthew 6: 25 & 26
Sympathy to:
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The family of George Fields, who passed away on September 30, 2018 at the age of 93. He and
Nell were faithful members at the Top for many years. They were so thrilled that we gave them a
70th Wedding Anniversary party at the TOP.
The family received friends on Saturday, October 13 at 10 AM at Apalachee United Methodist
Church. The funeral service was held at 11 AM. Interment was held at the Apalachee Cemetery
with a reception at the Apalachee Schoolhouse.
The home address is: 1812 Coventry Rd., Decatur, GA 30030
David Sheppard and family on the death of David’s mother, Jeannie. It’s always sad when we
lose a close relative or friend. Please share your sympathy with David and Kelly. Their address is:
112 Stephens Rd., Americas, Ga 31709. The funeral was held at First Baptist Church in Americus
with burial in Oaklawn Cemetery. Jeannie was a sweet lady. She and Mary Ann Parks enjoyed the
same SS class and she enjoyed coming to the TOP with Tracy and Kelly .
Illness and Surgery:
Please keep Jerry and Dianne Hodge in your prayers. Both are having a hard time right now
with some health problems. Below is a message from them.
“When we got home, I got a terrible chest infection after getting into some mold (very allergic to
mold). I am almost well, but Dianne has a profoundly bad cough! Not sure if it’s a cold or just what,
but is giving her a rough time. I had a 2+hr MRI to follow up on cancer and pancreas growths.
Update: Got this message regarding Jerry Hodge today. Jerry was told there is no indication of
cancer anywhere right now. Also, and this is the biggest thing, the 4 growths on his pancreas have
NOT change in size or appearance since found last February- that’s wonderful news!
Jack Jones had his 2nd eye surgery. They did a skin graft and stitched the eye closed. It will
remain closed for 2 months in order to give it time to heal. Today seemed to be a turning point for
Jack as he seemed to feel better than he has for a good while, and his appetite is better. Continue to
pray that his overall health will steadily improve.
Also, Jack’s son Bryant, has been in ICU and was transferred to the cardiac unit later. He had a
kidney infection and blood infection. Do remember him in prayer as the medical team strives to get
him well.
Debbie Cribbs is having gall bladder surgery. As you know, she has had physical limitations for
years, but she never complains. She and Danny have continued to love the Top of Ga. as did her
father, Fred Gavin, for so many years. Their address is: 2339 Valrico Forrest Dr.,Valrico, FL 33594

Myrna Warren, Loving Concerns

Directors Corner
The Membership Committee Chair is in
the process of updating and verifying email
addresses, telephone numbers, and addresses
for all members. We need everyone’s
information corrected before the new Directory
is printed in the spring.
Please send these changes in no later
than December 31, 2018. Remember the Unit
is now sending the newsletter via email and
blast emails to all members. Make sure you do
not miss a copy of our newsletter or minute
news. Changes may be sent to Stephanie
Lankford at:
slankfordmembership32@yahoo.com
Renewal notices have been mailed.
If you mail in your white renewal form, please
write your WBCCI trailer/member number on
your check. (If you did not get a renewal in the
mail, check with me at
slankfordmembership32@yahoo.com. ) If you
moved during the year, be sure to send me your
new address and telephone number to the
email above OR to the address below.
Membership Chair, 6962 Springwood Drive,
Douglasville, GA 30135
OR go to the internet:
WBCCI.org. home page and click the blue
renewal button. Follow the links for renewal.
This is the quickest and fastest way, saves
postage and gets your information to
International sooner. Our Unit number is 032.
Deadline to renew for 2019 is now
December 31, 2018. Anyone not
renewed by that date will be dropped
from the role and will not receive the
Unit 32 Directory.
Keep your Silver side up!
Stephanie Lankford, Membership Chair

The Places We Have Gone
and Hope to Go

One of the interesting things about
traveling in your Airstream is visiting different
parks. Some are small, some are large. From
October 25-28, 2018, a number of members
from the Top of Georgia Airstream Park
traveled to Marion, North Carolina for the
Alumilina Rally, held at the Tom Johnson
Rally Park. Five members of the TOG met on
Interstate 40 and mini-caravanned together to
the park. Over 220 Airstream trailers were in
attendance, and it was an inspiring sight to see
all of that silver.
The Rally Park is owned by Camper
World and is adjacent to their store and
service center. They have over 300 sites with
full hookups, but no cable or wifi. The park is
a huge open area, laid out very well so every
unit has room to extend awnings and have
ample room for vehicle parking. You do not
feel cramped, and there is plenty of space for
friends to bring a chair and visit. Mountains
surround Marion, and the park has a lovely
creek that runs alongside with a place to
launch your kayak or canoe. There is a
wonderful café with a large fireplace that
offers breakfast and lunch at reasonable
prices. Check in was easy and the staff is
friendly and helpful. There is a large pavilion
in which all of the seminars and meals were
held, and there is a well-used laundry on site.
The camping fee was $35/night for full
hookups.
Marion is a small town of
approximately 8500 people. The downtown is
vibrant with many upscale restaurants and
coffee shops. And of course, Marion has the
prerequisite WalMart, Lowes, and so on.
Several of our members went to the Blue
Ridge Distillery, a small outfit in the middle
of moonshine country that produces very fine
malt and barley whiskey. Others delighted in
an afternoon trip to Black Mountain, to check
out the local yarn shop and hardware store that
sells everything. Nearby Mount Mitchell,
6683’, is the tallest mountain east of the Mississippi
River. The Blue Ridge Parkway is very close to the
park, so there is no shortage of things to do. Plan on
a stopover at the Tom Johnson Rally Park in
Marion, North Carolina.
Mary Ann Meeks
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Property Report
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The tornado and flood repairs are all
finished now. The Park looks fantastic! Our
volunteer labor crews as well as the paid
professionals have done a great job.
• Maintenance/storage building has
electricity.
• Supply room is organized. Please
check to see if we have it before
purchasing. Only authorized persons
will be able to purchase items in the
name of the Unit.
• Tractor/barn building has been taken
down and scrap metal hauled away.
We still have some good metal stacked
and covered for future repairs or
building needs.
• Kitchen now has a new ventilating fan
pulling the hot air outside. Herb says
he could tell the difference at our
October rally.
• Channel 3 is now working all over the
Park. As a matter of fact, our cable TV
reception has greatly improved with
some maintenance and repairs after
the tornado.
• PA system - still researching our
options. Hopefully, we will have a
cost-effective solution by our Spring
Rally.
• “Stuff” - During the cleanup after the
tornado, we could not believe some of
the “stuff” that had accumulated over
the years. Some of this “stuff” was left
by members who no longer want it or
stored for later use. Some things
were not in working order. Either
way, what was not destroyed had to be
ditched. Just as a reminder and a
request, please do not put
anything in any of our buildings
or on the property without first
checking with the Property
Manager or President.

•

Accumulations of non-working,
useless “stuff” causes lots of problems
– rodents, fire hazard, safety hazard,
and unsightliness. Your cooperation
would be greatly appreciated.
Winterization - The lower end of the
Park across the bridge and the left
side from Host Shed through Section
E will be winterized and closed as of
November 1st. Anyone coming to
stay in Section E for Thanksgiving,
please contact Edgar. He will get you
water. The upper circle and the right
side down from host to the bridge will
be open all winter. So, come spend
some time in the Mountains during
the winter months – fishing, hiking,
hunting, wandering and relaxing.

Al Holcomb – 678-764-6613 (C); 706-3486060 (H)
Edgar Williamson – 706-485-9331 (H); 706816-9423 (C)

Look at our “new” artesian spring. Edgar, Al,
Rick Sibly and friends transformed a problem
into a lovely feature for our park! Great job!

Special Events --------- 2018
Let's Give Thanks!
Please make plans to join us for the annual Thanksgiving at The Top Celebration. Bring
your family, bring your friends, bring your "other brand" camping buddies and join us for
a weekend of good food and good friends. If you have friends or family in town for the Holiday, they're all
invited too.
Everyone is Welcome!
What:
Thanksgiving Day Luncheon
When:
Thursday November 22, 2018 at 1:00
Where:
Top of Georgia Pavilion
Menu:
Turkey, Ham and all the fixings with iced tea and coffee.
What to Bring: A covered dish/dessert or two to share
In an effort to coordinate side dishes and have an accurate head count for Thanksgiving Day, an RSVP is
requested if you plan to attend.
Please go to http://signup.com/go/uOCbJzQ to sign up with the number of people in your party and the
covered dish you will bring. It is easy and quick. You can see what dish everyone is bringing so we will have
a variety.
If problems with this site, contact Charlotte Williamson at 706-485-9331 or ToGPres@gmail.com.
There are also many activities taking place over the holiday weekend in and around the North GA/ Helen
area. The following is a list of some events:
1. Annual lighting of the Village-downtown Helen (Nov. 23 ; 6-8 pm)
2. Festival of Trees at Unicoi State Park Lodge (Nov 18 - Dec 8; 10a-10p)
3. Holiday Celebration-Live Nativity, North GA Zoo, Cleveland, GA (Nov. 2324)

www.northgeorgiazoo.com

4. Alpine Mistletoe Market, (Nov 23-24; 10 a - 5p) Helen Arts & Heritage

Center. www.helenarts.org/mistletoe-market.ht

5. Mountain Country Christmas in Lights - GA Mountain Fairground, We're looking forward to seeing you!

6. Hiwassee http://www.georgiamountainfairgrounds.com/.

Contact the Helen, GA Chamber of Commerce www.helenga.org/events for these and other events.
So pack up the Airstream and bring the family to the Top of Georgia for the long Thanksgiving Holiday
weekend. If you have non-Airstream camping buddies, bring them along for the weekend!

Christmas Luncheon
When: Saturday, December 8, 2018
Where: Rock Eagle 4-H Center Eatonton, Georgia 31024
Cost: $20.00 per person
Hosts: Charlotte & Edgar Williamson Schedule:
11:00 a.m. - Gathering/Visiting
12:00 Noon – Luncheon
1:30 p.m. – Depart for “Step Back, GA” Tour
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. – Tour (wear walking shoes)
To RSVP tickets – e-mail Charlotte at ToGPres@gmail.com
or call 706-485-9331 By November 25th . Pay at door.
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Shout Out!

2018 Rally Committee – This group has
put on some impressive rallies this year. It
took a lot of planning, preparation, and hard
work. Our Hats go off to these committee
members - Nancy Sibly, Mary Anne Meeks,
Myrna Warren, Clara Ellis, Rob Kelly, and
Charlotte Williamson. Good Job!
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Michelle Shuler – Our secretary has done
a tremendous amount of work this year as
we had to conduct lots of business via e-mail
due to our recovery work along with our
regular Board meetings. She took over the
publication of two issues of the Caravanner
after Clara’s accident. Along with all the
work she does for the TOP, she holds a fulltime job and had several family issues such
as her Airstream damaged by the storm and
family illness. She has done all this and we
don’t even pay her! Thanks Michelle for all
you do for us.
Stephanie Lankford – Our Membership
Chair has stayed on top of registration all
year. There is a lot of work to this position
and she has proved to be one of the best.
Thanks Stephanie for taking care of the
business of Membership. You are doing a
fantastic job!
Tech Savvy Members who registered
their membership via the online registration
portal. We thank you as it saves time and
money for our Unit. We also appreciate all
the members who registered by mail or in
person. We love all our Members!

Daniel Construction Company was
founded in 1946 by Mr. Carroll Daniel,
(deceased). Mr. Daniel was also a member of
the Top of Georgia. The company is presently
led by grandson Brian Daniel. Many of us
didn’t know that the Daniels built the first
structure on our campground, called the
Recreation Hall, and they did it at cost.
We have an abiding sense of history with
the Daniel family, beginning in the 1950s.
When the membership could not meet the full
cost of the Recreation Hall construction, Mr.
Daniel donated the $10,000.oo needed. There
is a plaque on the wall above the kitchen
recognizing the company.

Bill Wild and Al Holcomb presented plaques to
members of the Daniel Construction team.

Their team completed a successful
renovation and remodeling of buildings
destroyed by the tornado that hit our
campground. Brian Daniel, imbued with the
same integrity and sense of loyalty as his father
and grandfather, agreed to handle the reconstruction at cost. The Board approved the
rebuild and signed the contract. After the work
was completed, Brian submitted the invoice
which he had reduced by $9,000.00.
Integrity, Loyalty, Quality, Honesty
Our world could use more people running
businesses like the Daniel family!
Clara Ellis, Editor

TOP Shots

Charlotte Williamson being inducted
as our 2019 President and Edgar as
First Mate!
Myrna and Neal Warren presented a fascinating glimpse into the life
of honey bees. Myrna is assisting Warren with the gear they use
when attending the bees. They also brought and explained the use
of other equipment such as a “smoker”, the suit, and a hive tool,
used to separate the boxes, and to loosen the frames so they can be
pulled out of the boxes.
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“Gracie”, Tim and Caroyl Johnson’s stiffy
Airstream. Look at that shine reflecting the
lovely fall colors !

Neal shows us other components like:
the Frame Grip: used to lift the top bar of the frame to pull it out of
the box and the Bee Brush; used to brush the bees off the frames
without hurting them or riling them up. Very soft bristles.
This was one of the most interesting workshops I’ve attended at the
TOP! Thank you, Myrna and Neal for sharing.
Best of all – they brought some of their honey!

SWEEEEET !!!!!!!!

A group enjoyed a tour of the vineyards and a
wine tasting at The Cottage Vineyard and Winery.

The Peach State Caravanner is the official publication of the Georgia
Unit, WBCCI, published six times a year. Address changes to:
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Top of Georgia Airstream Park
14255 Hwy. 75 N, Helen, GA 30545
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Web site: www.topofgeorgia.net
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2018 WBCCI Georgia Unit Rally and Event Schedule
Rallies held at Top of Georgia unless otherwise noted

Thu-Sat
Dec 7-9 2017
Sat
Dec 9 2017
Mon-Tue
Apr 9-10
Wed-Sun
Apr 11-15
Wed-Sun
Apr 25-29
Wed-Mon
May 23-28
Sat-Sat
Jun 23-30
Sat-Wed
Jun 30-Jul 4
Wed-Sun
Jul 18-22
Wed-Mon Aug 29-Sep 3
Wed-Sun
Oct 10-14

Winter Holiday Campout @ Sawnee CG
Holiday Banquet/Theater @Cumming GA
Volunteer Work Days
Spring Rally (Gen'l Business Mtg)
Region 3 Rally @Myrtle Beach SC
Memorial Day/Buddy Rally
International Rally @Salem OR
Patriotic Celebration
Summer/Youth/Buddy Rally
Labor Day Rally (Homecoming/Elections)
Fall Rally (Officer Installations)

Officers
President: Bill Wild; President-Elect: Charlotte Williamson;
First Vice-President: Tim Johnson; Secretary: Michelle Shuler;
Treasurer: John Meeks; Directors: Stephanie Lankford, Lynn Worley,
Jack Jones, Ken Rabren; Past-President: Max Laseter

The Peach State Caravanner
Top of Georgia Airstream Park
14255 Hwy. 75 N.
Helen, Georgia 30545

