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The sky is blue, the air is crisp and our park is
beautiful!
Join us for our final rally of the year!

Oct. 10 – 14, 2018. (Pre-rally day Oct.9)

What a year this was! I can hardly believe it’s
over. In just days from now I will turn over my
gavel to Charlotte Williamson and breathe a sigh of
relief. But the moment will be bittersweet. Barbara
and I have loved serving you as President and First
Lady.
The club accomplished a lot this year. We started
out by getting in compliance with IRS
requirements. That meant changing how we define
members and guests and how we set our
rates. Next, we tackled the long-time question of
how the club’s assets would be handled if we ever
dissolved the unit. That resulted in changes to both
the unit and the international bylaws on that topic.
In March we suffered extensive damage from what
the National Weather Service classified as an EF1
tornado. We lost over sixty large trees and had
damage to nearly every structure at the Top of
Georgia Airstream Park. We made our plight
known via social media and the result was over
$30,000 in donations and countless hours of hard
work by an army of volunteers. During the recovery
efforts, we were also inundated with flood waters
when a tropical storm dumped over ten inches of
rain on North Georgia and caused Andrews Creek
to crest above its banks. But we persevered and by
Memorial Day the park was open for business. The
work continued through the summer and by Labor
Day we had almost completely recovered. The park
now looks better than it has in years, with updated
infrastructure and new landscaping.
In the process of rebuilding we found that we had
not been adequately covered by insurance. That too
has been remedied and we now have updated
insurance policies. We hope we never have the
opportunity to need them.

Barbara and I had the privilege of attending the
International Rally in Salem Oregon to represent
the Georgia Unit. It was a great opportunity to tell
the whole club about our adventure and gave the
park some great exposure.
Finally, we were nominated for and elected to the
office of 2nd Vice President of Region 3. This
opportunity will let us continue to serve the club
and our home unit over the next six years.
We thank each and every one of you for supporting
us as we moved our unit forward in 2018. Together
we accomplished so much, and we will reap the
benefits of your efforts for years to come. It has
been an honor to serve you.

“Living the Dream Indeed”

Bill and Barbara Wild,
President and First Lady

Photos in this issue provided by
Mary Anne Meeks and Marilyn Goff.
Thank You!
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Loving Concerns

It is a good thing to give
thanks unto the Lord, and to
sing praises unto thy name. O
most High. Psalm 92:1

Bob Morrell was admitted to Chatuge Regional
Hospital on Sept. 6. He was transferred from the
hospital in Hiawassee to Emory in Atlanta.
Update:
Good news - Bob Murrell is out of the hospital and
back at the Top. He has a pic line so Faye can
continue his antibiotics. Home Health will be
visiting to assist and monitor his care. Please
continue to pray for him to be fully recovered.
John Worley’s mother fell and broke her femur.
She had surgery and thus far is doing well. She will
be celebrating her 90th birthday in the hospital.
Prayers for her recovery.
Bob Cone has had another stroke and had
additional tests the next morning. The family has
asked us to be praying for them during this
time. The latest news is he is recovering nicely. We
want them to know that their friends at the Top of
Georgia Airstream Park are keeping them in prayer.
Their home address is: 108 Twilight Overlook,
Canton, Ga. 30114
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Evelyn St. John is in kidney failure and may have
to go on dialysis. She had been on pain medication
for other problems which her doctor discontinued.
She is suffering a lot of discomfort because of this.
Pray for improved kidney function so that she will
not have to go on dialysis. Her address is: 4699
Darlene Way, Tucker, Ga. 30084
Herb Crowe had a stroke Sept. 20 while they were
at the TOP. He was admitted to the hospital in
Gainesville for tests. They are returning home to
see his doctor for follow up. Pray for them during
this time.

October 2018
Membership News
A Warm Welcome to all our new members,
affiliates and those who transferred to our Unit.
Membership in the Wally Byam Airstream Club and
local Unit 32 offers so much; from weekend
getaways, educational information and special
event rallies. It offers a chance to volunteer at the
Top of Georgia Airstream Park, roam the
countryside, explore the sights, and arrive in style.
Your friends are waiting!
Good News! Annual membership renewal
season has begun and some of our members have
already renewed. Those members who renew their
2019 membership after the next rally in September
are guaranteed to be listed in the 2019
International Directory.
Renewal notices have been mailed. Mail me a
check before the Rally. Be sure and put your
WBCCI trailer/member number on your check. (If
you did not get a renewal in the mail, check with me
at slankfordmembership32@yahoo.com. If you
moved during the year, be sure to send me your
new address and telephone number to the email
above. Send to this address.Membership Chair,
6962 Springwood Drive, Douglasville, GA 30135
If mailing is not an option, go to the
internet:WBCCI.org. home page and click the
blue renewal button. Follow the links for renewal.
This is the quickest way, saves postage and gets
your information to International sooner. Our Unit
number is 032. New members who joined in
July 2018………..Members who joined WBCCI
from July to December 2018 will pay their 2019
dues when they join. This only applies to new
members. Affiliate members: Reminder, you
will get your annual renewal from your home unit.
You will need to pay your renewal fee of $15.00
with the GA Unit. There is no deadline for Affiliate
dues and you can pay at the host station when you
visit the park.
Keep your Silver side up!
Stephanie Lankford,
Membership

O

h, my goodness, the days are starting to
get shorter and a bit cooler. Fall is coming
and that means the October Rally will be here
soon. The Installation Rally is a special rally
featuring traditions from years gone by. The
berets come out for the Officers, we say Thank
You to the outgoing Board Members and
President, then usher in our new President.
Our Club Membership is the key to
making changes and new traditions. As the
Secretary and a voting Board member, I want
to know that I am helping to make the changes
you want. Please make your opinions known to
the Board, come to the Board meetings, be at
both annual Business Meetings to help us make
the decisions wanted by the Membership.
Volunteers are needed at every rally. Let
us know if you have a skill or talent that you
can share with us. Our volunteers cover a broad
range. We have people who are comfortable in
the lime light and have no trouble getting up in
front of everybody, so your help would be great
with calling Bingo or giving out door prizes.
Maybe you have a special gift like painting,
golfing, fishing, crafting, games, cooking, etc.
Or, if you prefer, there are many ‘behind the
scenes’ jobs. Whatever you prefer, we can get
you connected with the appropriate people.
Being involved enriches your experience with
the club and its members.
Mark your calendars now to be at the
TOP Oct. 10th – 14th. Michelle Shuler
Secretary falconnaairstream@yahoo.com

Want a Piece of the Park?
We will auction off these pictures on
Friday night of the October Rally. The
proceeds will go to the Club. They have been
on display all summer in the Pavilion. These
beautiful pictures of our Park were painted by
our very own talented Lynne Clements.
Here in Lynne’s own words is the story of these
paintings.
“Just a short background: The paintings
were cut out of a stage backdrop that was
painted to represent the season theme “Peace
in the Valley” the year Elmo Pratt was
president (2007). The backdrop was a collage
of scenes painted from photos taken during the
year Julian and I lived at the T.O.P. while we
were building our house. Someone suggested
that the scenes would make nice individual
paintings if they were cut out and stretched. So
that is what we did rather than throw away the
whole canvas.”
Each new President can have a backdrop
or saying on the stage. Lynne has painted
several scenes over the years. She is referring
to the end of the year when the old was taken
down and new put up.
This painting was too beautiful to throw
away as she states. So, plan to get a piece of our
Park history from a talented, well-known North
Georgia artist. What a beautiful, unique piece
of art to own!
Charlotte Williamson
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The Places We Have Gone
and Hope to Go

This Fall Rally, let’s stay close to home
and go apple picking, or shopping. North
Georgia is blessed to have a bounty of apples,
pumpkins, and other vegetables, just waiting
for us to come get them. After talking with
several veteran apple pickers at the Top of
Georgia, the following are some of their
favorite places to shop:
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1. Mercier Orchards,
(8660 Blue Ridge Drive,
Blue Ridge, GA 30513,
800-361-7731, 49 miles
from the TOG) is one of
the oldest and largest apple orchards in
the state. Phone ahead to see what days
you can pick in the orchards. In the
meantime, they have 12 apples listed for
the best to buy in October. If you see any
folks up there who look like Al Holcomb,
it is because they are kin. But, they do
not even give Al a discount on apples!
2. Jaemor Farms, (5340 Cornelia Hwy.,
Alto, GA 30510, 770-869-3999, 33 miles
from the TOG), is another one of the
most outstanding fruit and vegetable
orchards and stores in the state. They
are not having apple picking this fall,
but the pumpkin patches are open until
dark, which is the same time their corn
maze closes down. Their breads,
pastries, and ice cream are almost as
famous as their produce.
3. A little closer to home is the Fritchey’s
Gardens & Roadside Produce Stand,
(Hwy. 17 N. between Helen and
Clarkesville, GA., 13 miles). Fritchey’s is
famous as a roadside produce stand that
offers friendly service and is affordable.

4. There are numerous apple orchards in
Ellijay, GA, which is about 57 miles from
the TOG. Some of the ones listed most
often are:
A. R & A Orchards, 5505 Hwy. 52 East,
Ellijay, GA 30536
B. Hillcrest Orchards, 9696 Hwy. 52
East, Ellijay, GA 30536
C. B.J. Reece Apple House, 9131 Hwy.
52 East, Ellijay, GA 30536
D. Red Apple Barn, 3379 Tailscreek
Road, Ellijay, GA 30540
If you come to the TOG Fall Rally, 2018,
October 9-14, you will note that Tuesday,
October 9, is a pre-rally day. It is encouraged
that campers go tour Brasstown Bald and
Alexander’s Store, which puts you closer to
Mercier Orchards, if interested. Also,
Wednesday, October 10, is being kept open
after the Men’s Breakfast for campers to go
apple picking if they like.
As long as we are going places close by,
the Cleveland Optimist Club is having their
Annual Jewelry Sale on October 11-13, 2018, at
the Community Building at 89 East Jarrod
Street in Cleveland.
Finally, Oktoberfest at the Festhalle in
Helen is free all day Sunday. German food and
oompah music is from 1:00-7:00 PM.
If you have never visited during Oktoberfest,
prepare yourself for entertainment, music,
good food and lots of visitors.
Mary Anne Meeks

TROUT 101
Do you want to know how to
fly fish? If so, welcome to
Trout 101, a seminar being
taught at the Top of Georgia Fall Rally this
October 10-14, 2018. Our own Mike Lankford
is going to present a fly-fishing seminar on
Thursday, October 11, from 1:30-4 PM in the
Pavilion and on Andrews Creek behind the
Pavilion. Bring whatever fly-fishing gear you
may have. If you have none, come learn what
you need. (Casting rods and reels are also
welcome, since we will be learning about the
fish and how to catch them.
Mike is going to be teaching not only the
mechanics of how to fly fish, but also where to
go to find fish. So, whether you are already an
experienced fisherperson, or not, there is much
to be learned. Remember that the Top of
Georgia Airstream park is hosting our first
Fishing Base Camp from November 7-12, 2018.
You will want to come and put to good use all
you learn in Trout 101.
One last note, if you are hoping to come
to the seminar, or go fishing, Mike suggests
that you look up the following knots on Google
or YouTube and practice tying these before you
set out. The more you practice and prepare, the
better your trip will be.
1. Uni Knot, Reel – Fly to tippet
2. Nail Knot, Fly line to backing, fly line to
leader
3. Non slip loop, fly to tippet
4. Nail to make a loop, fly line loop for loop
to loop
5. Blood knot, leader to tippet
6. Loop to loop, leader to fly line
7. Figure eight + loop leader + fly line
Mary Anne Meeks

SHOUT OUT!
TOG “Construction
Crew” – Rick Sibly, Murphy
Harrell, Tom Baker, Dick
Sells, Julian Clements, Grant
MacKay, Jim Kauffmann,
Neal Warren and Edgar Williamson. These
men have done a tremendous amount of work
in the Park since our 2 natural disasters this
year. The projects are too numerous to count.
I am sure you have all seen them around the
park working away. If we had to pay them for
their time, we would certainly be in the RED.
However, due to their diligence, work ethic,
skills, and talents, the park has been able to get
the job done without going in the hole. A big
Thank You, guys!
Joe Farley – no matter who needs another
hand, Joe’s hands are there. He is an
invaluable resource not only for his labor and
wisdom, but his tools and supplies. Thanks Joe
for your support of the Park!
TOG “Lawn Service” – Floy Jumper and Ian
Hampton have been keeping the mowers
running all summer. This volunteer service by
these selfless men has saved the Park hundreds
of dollars. Thanks Floy, Ian, and the rest of
your crew!
TOG “Pruner and Water Girl” – Faye
Murrell has been pruning away this summer,
keeping the plants watered, and just making
general beautification. We all have enjoyed her
handiwork. A big Thank You Faye!
TOG “Money Man” - John Meeks, our Club
treasurer, has been busy all year, but especially
since March. He has written more checks than
normal, deposited more money than ever, and
tightened those books until they squeaked. He
just thought he retired! No joke, John has put
in numerous hours at home and at the Park
working to make sure our Club/Park stays
financially sound. Thank You, John!
Charlotte Williamson

Artwork by Lynne Clements
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What are you doing for
Thanksgiving?
Join us at the Top for our annual Thanksgiving
Dinner. We all bring a side dish, salad or
dessert and chip in for the main/meat course.
So let’s gather around our “ToG family” table to
give thanks. We need a few people to help with
this event, so contact Bill, Charlotte or Michelle
if you would like to help.
Michelle Schuler

2018 TOG
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Step Back, GA, just south of Eatonton, is a
privately owned early 1900’s town complete
with Country Store, School House, Church,
Homestead, Cemetery, Black Smith Shop, and
other out buildings. Everything is fully
furnished for the time period.
You will enjoy the visit!
Camping: We have lots of beautiful
campgrounds in our area, but unfortunately
most close during the winter months. Just up
Hwy. 441 north of Rock Eagle is
Country Boys RV Park
2750 Eatonton Road
Madison, GA 30650
Phone: 706-342-1799
e-mail: registration@countryboysrv.com
Other Points of Interest: Eatonton - Uncle
Remus Museum, Rock Eagle Effigy .
Andalusia- the Milledgeville farm/ home of
Flannery O’Connor, Museum , Old Capitol
Museum. Madison - downtown shopping and
browsing, Steffen Thomas Museum of Art.
Let’s hop on over to
Eatonton!
Charlotte Williamson

Christmas Luncheon

2018-2019 Rally/Events/Gatherings

When: Saturday, December 8, 2018
Where: Rock Eagle 4-H Center
Eatonton, Georgia 31024
$20.00 per person
Tickets available at Oct. Rally
Hosts: Charlotte & Edgar Williamson

November 7-12, 2018 - TOG Fishing Base Camp
November 21-25, 2018 - Thanksgiving Gathering
Dec 8, 2018- Holiday Luncheon - Eatonton
April 8-9, 2019- Spring Work Days
April 10-14, 2019 - April Rally/ Business Meeting
April 24-28, 2019 - WBCCI Region 3 Rally – Marion, NC
May 22-27, 2019 - Memorial Day/Buddy Rally
June 19-23, 2019 - Youth Rally
July 3-7, 2019 - 4th of July Celebration
July 20-27, 2019 – WBCCI Int’l Rally, Dowell, VA
Aug 28- Sept 2, 2019 - Labor Day Rally/
Homecoming/Business Meeting
Oct 16-20, 2019 - Fall/Buddy/Installation Rally

Schedule:
11:00 a.m. - Gathering/Visiting
12:00 Noon – Luncheon
Tour:
1:30 p.m. – Depart for “Step Back, GA”
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. – Tour (wear walking shoes)

the dealership. Better than any billboard. On
their first trip to Plant City, Tampa RV had just
changed ownership and was closed, so all Rick
and Nancy could do was stare wistfully through
the fence. On their next trip, they discovered
how expensive those little silver trailers were.
After looking at every other brand of trailer,
they got a call from Tampa RV saying they’d
just gotten a used 22’ in and bought it that day.
In 2015, we had long trips to Phoenix,
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Florida, Maine
and Vermont for a total of 30 states visited.
We got sidelined in 2016 and 2017 and hope
that 2018 is the year we make it to those other
20 states. Well, maybe 10. Our first rally at the
Top was the 2015 Labor Day Rally. What fun!
People were friendly, the food and
entertainment were great, and there was a
wealth of Airstream info in that group. We’ve
been coming back ever since. Now if we could
just remember everyone’s names, where they’re
from, their pets, and their Airstreams from
rally to rally.

R

ick and Nancy Sibly grew up in South
Bend, Indiana, graduated from the same
high school in the same year, went off to
distant colleges, and met a year later. Yes, it
was a large school. They graduated from the
University of Kansas, moved to New Orleans
for a year, and have lived in Atlanta’s VirginiaHighland/Morningside area ever since. They
have twin sons and a daughter who are too old
to mention, plus three grandchildren, 5, 10,
and 13.
Rick is an architect who closed his office a few
years ago, but still works from home when the
project interests him or the client is an old
friend. Nancy retired from her position as
Controller for a design firm in 2014. That’s the
year they bought their first Airstream, a 22’
Safari. Blame it on their son Justin who moved
to Plant City, FL, just around the corner from
Tampa RV. Tampa RV is the one that had five
Airstreams standing on end in a field next to

In his spare time Rick coaches grandson
Ryder’s Little League team and putters in his
workshop. Nancy likes to read and garden.
Old friends call them Airstream groupies.
They’ve been to rallies in Jackson Center,
Hiawassee, Key West, Sarasota (twice), New
Smyrna Beach, and Myrtle Beach. Love those
beaches. Last year they traded their Safari for a
25’ Flying Cloud. The plan is to have more
room so their grandchildren can go on trips
with them. Oh, and their 80# and still growing
pup, Keeley, a Great Pyrenees. (RIP, Maddie.)
Wish us luck.

Editor’s Note: Nancy is an energetic member of the
Rally Committee and Rick is our handyman
extraordinaire.
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Greetings from the
Briar Patch!
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Well, I don’t know about you, but I am
ready for some cool weather. I don’t do heat
well! Most of you have seen me drenched. I
will be looking for the October Rally to
bring the fall colors and cool breezes –
maybe a sweater!
It looks like we have a great slate of
Board members this year. Julian Clements
has agreed to conduct a training for the
entire Board at the October rally. This will
help each of us understand the duties of our
position as well as the rest of the Board.
Hopefully, the training will guide the Board
in becoming a cohesive Board working for
the future of the Club and Park. I look
forward to working with each one.
Bill says this is his farewell rally as
President. He has done a great job and will
still be with us as Past President helping to
guide us and inspire me. Those are big
footsteps to follow as he has shown
leadership with compassion and diplomacy.
He has already volunteered for a few
committees next year. Thanks Bill for your
leadership and your continued
participation.
By the way, members, I am still looking
for a few good men and women to fill
committees. If you have an interest, please
let me know as soon as you read this article.
This is your Club/Park and it takes all to
make it work.

Edgar and I will be hosting the Thanksgiving
Gathering this year. We haven’t been before
due to family commitments. But, we are
available this year. I love turkey and dressing.
How about you? Also, we will host the
Holiday Luncheon in Eatonton, home of the
Briar Patch, Uncle Remus, Br’er Rabbit, and all
the critters. We hope you will join us for one or
both of these Gatherings.
I like to keep abreast of the happenings
in the Park even when I am not there. If you
have some news to share, a concern to voice, or
a “Hip Hip Hooray” for something or someone,
please let me know.
Together we can make it happen!

Charlotte Williamson
President Elect

TOP Shots - Labor Day Rally 2018

Music and dancing
Rick Sibly, Tom Baker, Murphy Harrell
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Family fun
Let the Corn Toss begin!

Ladies join the competition

Homecoming means seeing friends
from years past.

Good food is always a priority!
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