
 

 

 

 

 

 

George and Nell Fields on their wedding day—70 years ago! 
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he ToG is off to another great year with 
the Spring and Memorial Day rallies 

behind us. It was great to see all our old 
friends and make friends with our new 
members.  We are starting to see more 
buddies in the park, and need to try and 
convert them to an Airstream. I have to 
extend special thanks and compliments to 
Clara Ellis for the fantastic job she did as 
Rally Coordinator at the Memorial Day Rally. 
She really fixed one of the best all-American 
picnic lunches we have ever had at the ToG; 
her recipe for hamburgers was terrific!  Clara 
really worked hard and spent a lot of her time 
in the kitchen preparing the picnic fixings. 
Special thanks to all of her kitchen helpers 
who helped made the meal such a success! 
The ToG was well represented with five of our 
members at the region 3 rally in Doswell, 
Virginia.  Our group caravanned from the Top 
with an overnight stop that included an 
evening of snacks and refreshments around 
the picnic table after a day of travel on South 
Carolina’s famous rough roads. The Doswell 
facility was a fantastic place for a rally! The 
facility was large enough for 
several Airstreams to be inside for all to enjoy. 
The tours, seminars, meals and entertainment 
were terrific. The good news is that the 2017 
Region 3 rally will be held just over the 
mountain at Hiawassee, Georgia.  This will be 
a terrific time for the Top of Georgia to really 
showcase our park and recruit new guests and 
members. Your officers are already planning 
pre-rally events to a make the ToG a perfect 

pre-rally stop for the attendees. The location 
at Hiwassee is really a central location, and it 
should be a terrific Rally. The 2018 Rally will 
be at Myrtle Beach, and will give our members 
two years of short-drive rallies and allow 
everyone a chance to attend close to home.    
Great news about our membership drive! 
Thanks to Stephanie Lankford we’re signing 
new members at an incredible rate; at last 
count we are up to over 335  members! 
I must not forget to thank Michael Lankford 
for the repairs that had to be made on our big 
three-door refrigerator.  We’re lucky to have 
these two as members. 
I am proud to say that we have 12 
members headed to the International Rally in 
Lewisburg, West Virginia. The Top of Georgia 
brochure will be featured in the Membership 
Seminar, and the brochure will be digitally 
shown on the presentation screen. This 
should be a real publicity opportunity for the 
Top of Georgia. Bill Wild and I will be doing a 
digital presentation at the Airstream Park 
seminar; Bill has put together a fantastic slide 
show that really features our Park in a special 
way. 
Good news about the Wi-Fi at the park: 
Windstream now has a faster internet 
connection available.  We cancelled the office 
phone and the old out-call line in the phone 
booth, and were able to both upgrade and 
actually keep our bill slightly lower. This will 
eliminate the overload problem that was 
blocking people out and making the service 
unreliable.  We are researching a stronger 
antenna system to get even better signal 
strength in the far corners of the Park. 
Rob Kelly is hard at work on the youth rally, 
so bring the family and enjoy the festivities 
and talent show that are always big hits. Don’t 
forget: we are a year-round Buddy Park now, 
so bring your neighbors with their other 
brands. We have to remember that our 
youth is the future of the park, so come 
out and support them! 

Alone we can do little. 
Together we can do much. 

--Helen Keller 

--George and Gail Ward 
Cell phone:  912-657-0139 

Email:  gward1@bellsouth.net 
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Loving Concerns 
 
Illness 
Mike Lankford's mother was moved to 
Hospice in Lagrange; Raymond Tarpley is 
home from the hospital after a very serious 
infection; Fred Gavin has moved to assisted 
living in Brandon, Fl.; Charles and Jackie 
Whittington's son, Billy Whittington, has 
been very ill.  He has been moved to rehab at 
Peach county hospital in Warner Robins and is 
slowing improving.  Clara Ellis fell at the last 
rally and fractured her elbow; Ben Moon has 
been battling ulcerative colitis, but is now home 
and recovering; Al Holcomb’s brother broke 
his back in a home accident, and returned home 
with a back brace; his sister aggravated her own 
broken back bending over, and is recovering at 
home. 
 

Sympathy 
Stephanie Lankford, death of her younger 
brother, Stacy Adams, in a car wreck;  Ben 
Moon, death of his mother; Rick Batts, death 
of his mother; Don Dewitt, death of his wife, 
June; Karen Greene, death of her husband, 
Charlie;  Jackie  and Charles Whittington, 
death of grandson, Alan Chad Tucker; and 
Connie Ridenour, death of her brother. 
 

We remember 
Dick Martiny, failing health; Fain Edwards, 
failing health; Jack Cooper, failing eyesight; 
Jane Miller, in Assisted Living;  Ben and 
Irene Roach, failing health; Lisa Roberts, 
cancer and shoulder surgery.    Clara Smith, 
Don and Joy Fathauer, Sarah and Sid 
Waters, Jane Darcy, Sara Beams, Dottie 
Lasserre, George and Rachel Jones, 
Jeanne Jones, Jesse Lyle, Terrie Purmort 
and Joyce Moore, all who cannot tow and 
have meant much to our club thru the years. 
 There are many more who should be added to 
this list; please remind me of them. 

 
Please continue to keep me informed about 
members with needs:  phone 229-924-0917 or 
478-244-1566; e-mail parksplace1953@att.net 

 
--Mary Ann Parks, Chair, Loving Concerns     

 

Hosting 
e have only two weeks of hosting to fill 
before November—one week the week of 

July 30th, and one week the week of Sept. 10th. 
We have no one signed up for the months of 
November and December.  I will have the winter 
calendar posted by the July Rally so you can 
choose when you want to host. Remember, 
members hosting during the winter months 
receive two weeks of free parking for each week 
served! 

Ken Rabren 
Hosting Coordinator 

 

 
Mike Lankford’s great and detailed seminars on the 

finer points of fishing teaches even experienced 
anglers some new tricks. 

 
Mike has worked out a system so he can fish all 

day on a hot, sunny day without getting heatstroke 
or sunburn. He probably has every gadget for 

fishing known to man. “I don’t hunt,” he quips, 
“because you can’t afford but one expensive hobby 

at a time.” 
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George & Nell Fields, 1946-2016, 70 wonderful years 

 

 

 

 

Top: cutting the cake! 

Middle, left: Nell and George 

shared their considerable 

knowledge about what 

makes for a long, happy 

marriage. George’s 

ministerial work helped—

sort of like free marital 

counseling for the whole 

Top! 

Middle, right: Nell’s been 

feeding George for 70 years 

and counting. 

Bottom: George and Nell 

today. 



 Memorial Day Rally 
 

he theme for our Memorial/ Buddy Rally 
was “Memories are made of this,” and the 

activities and events chosen were good for the 
mind, body and soul. 
 
We had dance classes, gentle Yoga stretching, 
Curbside Café with shared fixings featuring 
everyone’s favorite recipe from our ToG recipe 
book, a Saturday “All American Lunch,” Open 
House and Flea Market with members showing 
off their Airstream and selling surplus 
belongings or crafts, a Ladies Gathering with 
members showing and telling about their 
favorite camping item that they just can’t camp 
without. 

On Thursday we had a Heart-Healthy Luncheon 
prepared by some of our talented cooks, held at 
the campground so no driving was necessary. 
Everyone paid a small fee to cover costs—far less 
than restaurant prices! 

On Friday, we toured Woodlawn Garden and 
Farm to breath in the fresh air, smell the roses 
(and the chickens, pig and Billy goat). Some 
bought their farm-fresh eggs and homemade 
goodies at an unbelievably low price. Touring the 
rustic old schoolhouse and antique car collection 
alone were worth the short trip. 

Saturday evening we enjoyed the melodic talents 
of a Barbershop Quartet, as we reminisced with 
some oldies but goodies. The quartet, “129 & 
Counting,” also entertained us with hilarious 
clowning. 

On Sunday we all celebrated the 70th Anniversary 
of George and Nell Fields. They also shared some 
of their memories and some sage tips on having a 
happy, long life together. As always at Memorial 
Day Rallies, we also honored our Veterans and 
the families of deceased members of our club. 

Of course we also had our traditional activities of 
card games, cookouts, door prizes, jam sessions, 
horseshoes, ping pong, ice cream socials, and 
those great breakfasts. 

Those who attended were glad they came on to 
the TOP where Memories are Made—it was 
good for their mind, body and soul! (Besides 
being fun.) 

--Clara Ellis 
Memorial Day Rally Coordinator 

 
Here are the intrepid souls who ventured out on the 

first 1.2 tog-along walk. We walked a little while, 
worked our arms, got our heart rate up, and then 

power-walked a short distance.  Next time we hop! 
 

  
Woodlawn Garden and Farm—a nostalgic step back 

in the past 

 
A chance to feed and pet the animals 
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“Ah, there’s nothin’ so beloved to me as the  
sweet smell of the farm in the mornin’….” 
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Many thanks to the 

Rabrens for leading a 
dance class on the waltz, 

and to the Fores for 
sharing the “Shag” with 

us.  

 

 

 

Members attending the Region III Rally, L-R: Mike and Betty 
Ivey, Barbara and Bill Wise, Donarene and Mike Steele, Gail 

and George Ward, and Lynn and Julian Clements 
 

  
Bill Wild (L) and Mike Steele demonstrated their talents 

in crock-pot cooking at Region III. 

 
It was good to see Dee and Pat Russell 

at the April Rally. Dee presented a 
really informative talk on using the 

defibrillator. 

 
A hilarious (and polished) 

barbershop quartet, 129 & counting, 
entertained at the Memorial Rally. 

Turns out one was a neighbor of the 
Lankfords, and neither knew the 

other would be there! 



 Membership News 
 never dreamed that volunteering as 
membership chairperson would take so much 

time and effort! Although it’s a lot a work, it’s been 
rewarding.   Everyone I’ve met has an amazing 
story to tell, and are so talented.  Our membership 
community is the glue that binds us all together in 
fellowship.   Without our members and affiliates we 
would not have the beautiful Airstream Park we are 
all proud to call home for Unit 32.   
Exciting changes are taking place at the Top of 
Georgia these days, and one of those changes is 
that our membership is growing!  We’re excited to 
welcome more than 40 new members and affiliates 
to date this year!    
And with change comes increased responsibility--
soon we’ll be mailing the renewal forms for 2017.  
Look for those in your mailboxes in late summer or 
plan to attend one of the late summer Rallies to 
pick them up in person.  There are many options 
when renewing for 2017, which I’ll cover in my next 
article. 
To our affiliate membership: please know that your 
home Unit will be contacting you for renewals.  If 
you are an affiliate of Top of Georgia and have not 
renewed for 2016, you may send me an email at   
slankfordmembership32@yahoo.com and I will 
send you a form to renew with Top of Georgia as an 
affiliate or new member.  If you want to wait to 
visit the Top of Georgia, you may also renew with 
the Host.  This separate registration as an affiliate 
member at ToG is necessary because WBCCI won’t 
handle them…they have no category for affiliate 
membership (but we sure do!) We welcome all 
affiliate members and look forward to seeing you 
back again year after year.  
Affiliates and regular members, we’ll continue to 
enjoy the fellowship and mutual interest of owning 
an Airstream that binds us together. 
Safe Travels! 

--Stephanie Lankford 
Membership Chair  

   
 

Youth Rally Program 
Highlights 

 

ring the kids and grandkids to the Top for a 
memorable time of a variety of kids activities 
listed here. 

 7th Annual Duck Race down Andrews Creek 
with “quackers” and stuffed duck awards. 

 Family Magician Act - doing magic tricks 
with kids’ participation 

 Kids Talent show - start practicing your act 

 Jump House and Tether Ball - all day 

 Water Balloon Tossing contest - careful you 
don’t get wet! 

 Hay Ride around the Park 

 Metal Detecting 

 Gold Panning 

 Watermelon Feast; Ice Cream, too! 

 Scavenger Hunt 

 Bubble Blowing  

 Pet Show, all kinds of pets—no pet lions, 
please—except the toothless, stuffed kind 

 Three legged race - kids paired up with 
adults 

 Craft activity 

 Treasure Hike up Andrews Creek Trail - 
finding coins under rocks 

 Horse shoes, Ping Pong, and Holey Board 

 Kids choir and Kids Sunday Service 

 Cook out with hot dogs and marshmallows 
on a roasting stick 

 
And, if you come early, we’ll coordinate some more 
activities including: 

 Georgia Mountain Fair 

 Tubing the Hootch 

 Cool River Zip Lining 

 Go-Karting 

 Miniature Golfing 
 

And for the adults, some card playing, door prizes, 
pass the trash, great breakfasts and lunch, but 
mostly participating with and watching the kids 
having the memorable time of their life. 

--Rob Kelly 
Youth Rally Coordinator 

 
 

 
 

Cute kids inviting their friends to join them! 
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Editor’s Ramblings 
xplanation: I’ve never written an editorial 
before, because it would seem like I was 

taking advantage of editorial prerogatives. After 
all, the Caravanner is yours, not mine to 
gabble in. The last few months have been so 
unusual, however, that I felt some explanation 
was called for. 

Page 7 is usually devoted to a member profile, 
but at the last rally I hadn’t lined one up and 
was in no condition to produce it. In a nutshell, 
for more than a month I had been going 
downhill with what was eventually diagnosed as 
acute ulcerative colitis, an auto-immune 
disease similar to Crone’s. You don’t want to 
know details, but I was one sick puppy before 
spending a week in Tanner Hospital under the 
care of a savvy doctor. What amazed the doctor 
is that I developed it at age 77, not around 30 as 
most folks do. It’s probably been muttering in 
the background. 

I apologize to all for skipping the last 
Caravanner, partly due to my malady but other 
complications as well, so I decided to combine 
issues; this is the June-July 2016 issue, and 
we’ll only have five issues this year. It hits the 
highlights of the Memorial Day Rally, superbly 
planned by Clara Ellis; the Region III Rally; a 
preview of the kids’ rally; and a variety of other 

topics. Many thanks to Cindy Carr, Clara Ellis, 
Lynn Worley, and others who shared their 
photos; please forgive that I didn’t give 
individual credit as I usually do. You were my 
sine qua non (without which, not). Guess you 
could say this is a potpourri issue. I hopped on 
it the day after I got out of the horsepistol, so 
Lord willing and creeks don’t rise, it should be 
in your hands at least the Friday before the 
Youth Rally—thanks largely to the support of a 
superb printer, West Georgia Printing, and a 
superb mailer, West Georgia Mailing, both in 
Carrollton. Both are highly recommended. 

Now, let’s get back to routine for the rest of the 
year: we need a profile person. Come on, don’t 
indulge in false modesty; everybody’s got a 
story, and they don’t have to be exciting or 
heroic (or even socially acceptable) to interest 
your friends. There’s a lot we don’t know about 
one another, and these interviews and profiles 
are my favorite activity. Look at it as a way of 
getting better acquainted. So…please put a bug 
in my ear if you’re willing to be interviewed. 
The ideal would be to have a whole list of folks 
to choose from. (I know, I know—but “from 
whom to choose” seems so blasted stilted. 
Churchill is said to have roared “This is a bit of 
arrant pedantry, up with which I shall not put!” 
when a secretary corrected one of his dangling 
participles. He was my favorite writer of the last 
century--a superb prose stylist.) 

For that matter, we might come up with a series 
of columns about our funny camping mishaps. 
For instance, the time the Moons camped at 
Vogel State Park in a driving rain in a ten-foot-
square umbrella tent with three kids, one still 
in a porta-crib (and we later had a fourth, if you 
can imagine), hundreds of yards from a bath 
house. Then, in the middle of the night, a 
quivery little plea from the five-year old: 
“Daddy, I’ve got to pee-pee.” 

Daddy thought fast. OK, it’s pitch black and the 
wee hours of the morning. We had developed a 
routine such that I would hold her little legs, 
brace my elbows on my knees, and using my 
ample butt as counterweight, suspend her over 
a toilet that she didn’t need to sit on. We had a 
narrow awning, and if we stayed under it, we 
should stay dry. So we assumed the position, I 
told her to cut loose…and about that time I felt 
a warm little stream on the top of my bare 
foot…. 

See y’all in July!                      --Ben Moon, Editor 
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So…is this on our bucket list? 
(Submitted by Jerry Johnson, Covington, GA, 

WBCCI #5640…Thanks, Jerry!) 



  

The Peach State Caravanner is the official publication of the Georgia Unit, WBCCI, published six times a year.  

Address change to: 6962 Springwood Drive, Douglasville, GA 30135 or call 770-949-7250 

 

Georgia Unit, WBCCI         Editor, Ben L. Moon 
Top of Georgia Airstream Park        112 Hamp Chappell Rd. 
14255 Hwy. 75 N, Helen, GA 30545     Carrollton, Georgia 30116 
Telephone 706-878-3590        Telephone 770-854-8458 
Web site: www.topofgeorgia.net        benlmoon@bellsouth.net 
 
 

2016 Rally Schedule 
(All rallies start Wednesday evening.) 
 
Date Event Location 
Dec. 4-6, 2015 Christmas Campout andLuncheon        Lake Pines RV Park 
April 18-19 Volunteer Work Days           ToG Park 
April 20-24 Spring Rally/Gen’l Bus. Mtg.        ToG Park 
April 27-May 1 Region 3 Rally Asheville, NC 
May 25-30 Memorial/Buddy Rally/Homecoming ToG Park 
June 28-July 4  WBCCI International Rally           Lewisburg, WV 
July 2-5               Patriotic Celebration                       ToG Park 
July 20-24  Summer/Youth Rally ToG Park 
Aug. 31-Sept. 5 Labor Day /Buddy/ Homecoming  
 & Elections ToG Park 
October 5-9 Fall Rally & Installation of Officers ToG Park 
 
 

Officers 
President:: George Ward; President-Elect: Max Laseter; First VP: Bill Wild; Secretary: Michelle Schuler;  
Treasurer: Cindy Carr 
Directors: Connie Crowe, Joe Ellis, Jack McDonald, Jackie Moon Past-President: Jean Gilbert 

http://www.topofgeorgia.net/
mailto:benlmoon@bellsouth.net
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